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When opening the Directory of Chinese Contemporary Musicians, it canm be seen that many of the famous figures from Chinese contemporary music are closely linked to the City of Harbin. The common denominator is that they trained and educated in western music in Harbin.

At the beginning of the 20th century, together with the opening of the China Eastern Railway, many western musicians, some of whom were Russians, moved to Harbin and organized symphony orchestras, chamber music ensembles, jazz music and wind instrument music bands, glee clubs and opera troupes to give performances of class operas and world classic music. At that time, Harbin had become the musical culture center of Northeast Asia and gained the reputation as the City of Music.

In the first half of the 20th century, the overseas Russian musicians established 6 regular music schools in Harbin. This was the first group of schools of western music in China that trained many talented musicians. The schools maintained high quality instructors Many, amongst whom were many Jews graduated from the music academies of St. Petersburg, Kiev, Moscow, Paris, Milan and Leipzig. Through their hard work, the knowledge of western music they introduced composers such as Bach, Chopin, Liszt, Beethoven and Tchaikovsky to the Chinese audiences. The main work was undertaken by a the group of Jewish musicians.

I. The Students of Harbin Music School

Many of the Chinese students, who studied in or graduated from the Harbin Music School in the first half of the 20th century, became the pillars of the development of music in China.

1. Composer Wang Luobin, born in Beijing 1913, came to Harbin in 1926 working as a signaler at the Hengdaohezi Station, a small China Eastern Railway station located in the southeast of Harbin. In the spare time, Wang Luobin studied music theory and heptachord playing at the Harbin Music School. In 1929, he wrote and edited the music for “Leaving”, the theme song of the drama “Returning to the North” written by Sai Ke. When this drama was performed in Harbin, Wang Luobin was only 16-year-old. In 1931, Wang Luobin passed the entrance examination and entered the Music Department of Beijing Normal University. In 1937, he joined the Northwest China Battlefield Service Troupe of the Eight Route Army and entered Xinjiang as a member of the People’s Liberation Army of China (PLA) in 1949. The several hundred West China songs as “The Girl of Dabancheng City” and “A Place Far Away” collected, sorted or written by Wang Luobin were widely distributed. Thus, Wang Luobin gained the reputation as the King of Western Music in China
When Wang Luobin was preparing his memoir, in later years, he was still very excited while telling his friend Liu Shuhuan, the author of “Close to Wang Luobin”, the story of his days in Harbin Music School and could remember the names of his three teachers at the school: 艾·梅捷尔, Jew, conductor and composer, teaching composing and conducting; 特拉赫金伯尔格, Jew, violinist and music educationist, teaching musical theory; 格尔施戈琳娜, Jew, pianist and music educationist, teaching piano, voice and music appreciation.

The studying in the Harbin Music School helped Wang Luobin learn the foundation of musical theory and brought important influence on lifetime composing.

2. Conductor Qiu Li, studied piano, violin and vocal music at the Harbin Music School in his youth. He later became the conductor of the Central Symphony Orchestra, and in 1964, served as the conductor of the opera “The Red Light in the East”.

3. Conductor Yin Shengshan, studied violin from the overseas Russian violinist 希德洛夫 in Harbin in 1946 and later became the conductor of Changchun Film Studio Orchestra. He had conducted the cinemusic of “Bridge”, the first feature film of P.R. China. Among the more than 400 pieces of film music recorded under Yin Shengshan’s baton was the representative work that included “China’s Children”, “Peroxide Blonde”, “The Five Golden Flowers”, “Sister Liu Sanjie”, “The Visitors from the Snow Mountains”, “Iron Warrior”, “The Guerilla in the Plain”, “Young Fellows in Our Village”, etc..

4. Composer Fu Gengchen, joined the Orchestra of PLA Northeast Lu Xun Art College in 1948 when he was 12-year-old, graduated from the Literature and Art Institute of PLA Northeast Lu Xun Art College in 1950, graduated from the Composing Department of Shenyang Music College in 1957, and graduated from the PLA National Defense University in 1987. He was Chairman of the PLA General Political Department Song and Dance Ensemble, President of PLA Art College, Member of the Public Appraisal Committee of the 22nd Poland 索波特 World Songs Festival (索波特第22届世界歌曲节) and is currently Member of Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), Vice Chairman of the Education, Science, Culture, Health and Sports Committee of CPPCC, Chairman of Chinese Musicians Association (中国音乐家协会), Executive Vice Chairman of Chinese Writers and Artists Federation (中国文联), and Major General at the Corps Commander Level. Major film music works of Fu Gengchen include “Lei Feng”, “Tunnel Warfare”, “Breakthrough across the Yangtse River”, “The Twinkling Red Stars” and the Opera “Starlight oh Starlight”, which have won many awards and national competitions and PLA system competitions.

In 1948, the Orchestra of PLA Northeast Lu Xun Art College settled in Harbin, and invited overseas Russian teachers to instruct its students. It was then that Fu Gengchen learned violin from特拉赫金伯尔格.

The overseas musicians as 特拉赫金伯尔格, 波戈金，希德洛夫 were all excellent violinists and teachers and in the Harbin in the first half of the 20th century, trained many outstanding violinist for P.R. China.

1. Violinist Yang Muyun, studied in Harbin Music School as a youthand became the Concertmeister of Central Symphony Orchestra.

2. Violinist Jin Yanping, studied in Harbin Music School as a youth and became a professor of Shenyang Music College.

3. Violinist Fan Shengkuan, studied in Harbin Music School in his youth and became the Concertmeister of Central Symphony Orchestra.

4. Violinist Xu Shuhui, studied in Harbin Music School in his youth and became the Concertmeister of Central Symphony Orchestra.

5. Violinist Yu Yin, studied in Harbin Music School din his youth and became the Concertmeister of the Symphony Orchestra of Central Corps de Ballet.

6. Violinist Hu Zhongzhi, studied in Harbin Music School in his youthand became the Concertmeister and Conductor of Chinese People’s Armed Police Forces Art Troupe.

During the first half of the 20th century, many outstanding foreign students were trained in Harbin Music School, many of whom grew into world famous musicians.

Violinist 赫尔穆特·斯特恩 migrated into Harbin with his parents when he was 10-year-old and learned violin from特拉赫金伯尔格 at Harbin No. 1 Music School. After leaving Harbin in 1949, he conducted in Israel, USA, etc. and became the Concertmeister of Germany Berlin Symphony Orchestra (德国柏林交响乐团). Since 1979, he has visited Harbin for many times to give performances.

格尔施戈琳娜, an overseas Russian pianist in Harbin and the President of Harbin No. 1 Music School, had won the title of “Master Pianist” (钢琴大师) in the Piano Competition of Italian Royal Music Academy (意大利皇家音乐学院钢琴大赛). She had trained, in turn taught talented Chinese pianists, including Zheng Shuxing, the famous pianist and piano educationist, who learned piano from格尔施戈琳娜 in his childhood and later became the Dean of the Piano Department of Shanghai Music College (上海音乐学院钢琴系) and worked as a judge in many international piano competitions.

苏什林, an overseas Russian singer and music educator in Harbin, trained many excellent singers and undertook music education in Harbin, Shanghai and other cities in the first half of the 20th century. Famous Chinese singers and music educators such as Professor Shen Xiang and Professor Lang Yuxiu of Central Music Academy, Professor Wen Kezhang and Professor Wu Tianqiu of Shanghai Music College all have learned vocal music from苏什林.

In the first half of the 20th century, the music activities of the overseas Russian musicians in Harbin extended all over the Northeast Asian Region.Students from the countries such as  Japan and Korea studied music in Harbin, and some of whom grew into world famous musicians.

1. Japanese conductor 朝比奈隆, came to Harbin in 1944 and worked as the assistant conductor of the Harbin Symphony Orchestra. He returned to Japan in 1946, and became famous. He was the Chairman of the Japanese Conductors’ Association. 朝比奈隆 conducted for over 60 years and was reputed to be the Eldest Conductor in the world. In 1995, 朝比奈隆 visited Harbin and gave master classes to the Students’ Orchestra of the Children’s Palace.

2. The Republic of Korea Conductor 朴元植, studied piano, composing and conducting in the Harbin Music School in 1930’s. In 1945, under his baton the Harbin Symphony Orchestra performed such works as the prelude to the Opera 《鲁斯兰与柳德米拉》written by 格林卡, 《第五钢琴协奏曲》(皇帝) by Beethoven and 《第五交响曲》by Tchaikovsky. By the end of 1940’s, 朴元植  he returned to ROK and became the founder and the chief conductor of Korean Conductors’ Association.  In 1995, 朴元植visited Harbin.

3. DPRK violinist 白高山, started to study music in Harbin when he was a child. He learned violin from famous violinist特拉赫金伯尔格 and 希德洛夫 successively gave solo performances from the age of 6. 白高山 returned to DPRK in 1948, attended organizing the Pyongyang State Symphony Orchestra (平壤国立交响乐团)and assumed the position as Concertmeister. He won the Golden Award in the violin competition of the 4th World Youth Get-Together Festival (第四届世界青年联欢节).

II. Historical Achievements

For many years, western music formed up the main stay of culture in the west having trained many master artists in different fields, created numerous classic works, gained universal love.
In the recent one hundred years, western musical could not have taken root in China without the hard work of the Jewish musicians in Harbin. As pioneers and educators of western culture Jewish musicians made their historic contribution.
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