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Distinguished Ambassador Yehoyada, Mr. Pan Zhanlin, Mr. Kaufman, and Mr. Epstein, ladies, gentlemen, and friends,

Today in the early fall, Harbin, with its fine weather and beautiful scenery, are welcoming the opening of the International Seminar on Jewish History and Culture in Harbin. Jews who once lived here have come from Israel and around the world together with researchers engaged in the study of the history and culture of Jews who resided in Harbin. I, on behalf of the Heilongjiang Provincial Government and the people of the Province, congratulate you on the opening of the Seminar, and warmly welcome and greet every distinguished guest coming from afar.
Heilongjiang Province is situated in the north east of China, has an area of 454,000 square kilometers, a population of 38,000,000, and its own unique advantages for economic and social development. 
First, it has abundant, exploitable natural resources.134 types of mineral have been found, including a few significant ones whose reserves are ranked among the biggest in the country. The province has 19,190,000 hectares of forests with wild animals and over 3000 plant species with an annual reserve of medical herbs of about 2,000,000 tons. 
One of the only three "black-soil" areas of the world, the current cultivated land of 170,000,000 mu is the largest in China. The output of major agricultural and its by- products are among the highest in the country. 
Because of its excellent ecological environment, there are enormous potentials for comprehensive agricultural development, and green-food development. 

Secondly, the comprehensive industrial infrastructure and provides a good potential for renovation. 
Heilongjiang Province is one of the oldest and most important industrial bases of China, and through dozens of years of development has formed its character. 
Traditional industries, such as exploitation of oil and coal, timber processing, petrochemicals, machinery manufacturing, food processing are significant. Hi-tech industries, such as electro-mechanical combinations, information technology information, biological pharmacy, new materials, and so on, have been developed to a high degree. A number of enterprises, with their large scale and high level of technology, are important “national treasures”.
Third. Technological and educational foundations provide potential for economic and technological cooperation. The Province has 55 institutions of higher learning, over 900 research institutes and close to 100,000 researchers in all of fields. 
Fourth. Distinctive geographical advantages and great potential for opening to the outside world. Heilongjiang is located in the center of Northeast-Asian Economic Circle and the starting-point for the European-Asian Continent and shares over 3,000 kilometers of border with Russia, it boasts 25 first-grade national ports, has set up direct river-ocean and land-water gateways to Japan, and provides unique advantages for developing trade with Russia, East European countries, Japan, and Korea.
Fifth. Unique natural resources provide great potential for developing tourist. The Province has 9 national natural reservations, 16 provincial reservations, and is listed as one of the provinces that had fastest tourist development for 6 years.
Winter with its famous ice and snow sculpture has a long history and enjoys a high reputation. 
In winter snow is abundantly rich. The long snow period and good slopes are ideal for skiing. 
In summer, the Five-Pond World Geological Park, Wuying Forest Park, Zhalong Crane Reservation, Jingbo Lake, Xingkai lake, and so on, are good choices for resorts.

Heilongjiang Province has a special historical connection with Jews. In the early half the 20th century,more than 20,000 Jews arrived in Harbin by way of Europe and Russia, fleeing war, pogroms and discrimination. The people of Harbin people welcomed them, lived and worked harmoniously with them making this land their second home. In the process of rebuilding their new lives, the Jews made remarkable contributions to the economic and social development of Harbin, and left a large number of historical and cultural sites.

The Province attaches great importance to the protection and renovation of Jewish sites. Signboards for protection are hung on Jewish buidings such as synagogues, the Jewish high schools, Jewish hospitals, cemeteries, residences, Modern Hotel, and so on. 
When the Jewish cemetery had to be removed for urban development, special measures to preserve the tombstones were taken and the cemetery was removed to its present, permanent site at Huang Shan.
We also repaired a number of Jewish landmark architectural sites. Over 20,000,000 yuan was invested in the renovation of the New Harbin Synagogue this year.
In addition to protedtingJewish historical and cultural sites, research into history and culture of Jews in Harbin is actively carried out.  The Heilongjiang Academy of Social Sciences established a Research Center for Jewish History and Culture in Harbin. They have made some achievement and gained the attention of Jews in Israel and around the world.
Jewish historical and cultural sites in Harbin constitute an important part of modern Jewish history. Heilongjiang Province has made efforts to protect and renovate them in the past. Now, protection and research continues to be active. We hope that in the future worldwide Jewry will actively participate with us in this task. Together with them, we are willing to protect these valuable remains, explore their cultural meaning deeper, and carry on our friendship forever.
We also hope that we will strengthen cooperation in trade and economy in the same manner we are engaged in the protection and exploration of historical and cultural vestiges. As China is implementing its strategies for revitalizing old industries in the northeast and quickening its construction as a grain-commodity trading base, the Province has the best potential in the country, providing potential prospects for cooperation with the worldwide Jewish community. 
We hope that our friends present will take this opportunity to make many tours of Heilongjiang to better know the Province. And we also hope that you will introduce and promote our Province to the world. 
I would like to see more Jews come to Heilongjiang, make investments, start enterprises, explore new space for development, and further expand our friendship and build a better tomorrow with us. Let us remember our ancestors who are resting underground and provide prosperity for future generations.
Finally, I wish complete success for the Seminar.
Thank you!

