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Harbin is the youngest historical and cultural city, and also one of the first group of Chinese outstanding travel cities. This is closely connected with Harbin’s foreign land culture and European land character and style, but Jewish constructions, heritage and its culture remained in the foreign land culture played an important role, and cannot be underestimated. Both the academic world and government pay great attention to research and protect of Harbin Jewish history and culture, until now Harbin still retained a countable scale of Jewish halls with Jewish architectural style, and the so called far east biggest Jewish Cemetary, as well as construction heritage related to activities of the Jewish residents. These not only demonstrated Harbin's cultural atmosphere, increasing close links between Harbin and Jews in the Diaspora. Moreover, they informed precious resources for tourist products and tourism route development of the unique culture of Harbin. How we develop and use these tourism resources under the condition of their protection, transform Jewish construction heritages into attractions for traveling, and turn the advantage of these tourist resources into realistic advantages of tourism-economic development, and this is the original intention of writing this article.

First, The value of Harbin Jewish historical and cultural tourism resources

 The historical value of the Harbin Jewish historical and cultural tourism resources mainly shows that there is a deep historical link between Harbin and the Jewish nationality. Since the first Russian Jew Sa·Yi·Belcaly immigrated to Harbin in 1899, and the last Jew Hana·Agely died in 1985, Jews in Harbin went through nearly a century. We can imagine that Jews came to the North-East of China, and most of them settled down in Harbin, their religion, business, and the right of education got full protection. So their unique skill of business, investment, real estate, management, special craftsmanship and art instinct got fully displayed. Although their activities were not dramatic, their population was not the highest among the foreign residents, their business skill, function as genius and leadership in culture made us feel respect for them. Hence we affirm that Jews greatly affected the formation and development of the Harbin International Trade Center, city culture and style of buildings. Harbin generously accepted persecuted Jews from the Diaspora, and provided them with a free cultural environment to show their ability. Harbin was regarded by the Harbin Jews as a haven without discrimination and persecution. It was due to the historical links and deep thankfulness, that in recent years Harbin Jews and their descendants from all over the world came to visit here, and this historical reason provides Harbin with potential tourists and development space to develop Jewish historical cultural tourism products of Harbin.

Second, condition and appraisal of Harbin Jewish historical and cultural tourism resources 

The premise of developing cultural tourism resources is to make the appraisal of these resources, under the precondition of full examination and research, defining and refining the historical cultural value and development value of the resources, deeply seeking their unique characteristics and by this way deeply developing and programming tourist products. 
Cities with a Jewish population in China include Kaifeng, Shanghai, Tianjin, Harbin and so on, although the Harbin Jew does not have the uniqueness of Jews who are ex-residents of China, however, comparing with other ex-resident Jews of other cities, there are several characteristic of those coming from Harbin..

Firstly, till now there are many Jewish Cemetaries which remain untouched, but in the far east area the Harbin Jewish Cemetary is the biggest one on scale. There are 583 graves with the names of the dead. In this Jewish Cemetary, the graves were transferred in an orderly manner with black and gray grave-stones, above them we can clearly see the Jewish Star of David and a biography of the dead in Hebrew and in Russian. The Jewish Cemetary inters in it also the Jewish Rabbi of Harbin and the spiritual leader Aron·Kiseliov, as well as Jewish entrepreneurs, municipal administration superintendents, engineers, musicians, writers and those who at that time were very active in Harbin, especially worthy of mentioning the graves of the relatives of the Israeli vice-premier and two ministers' are also interred there. In recent years, the Harbin municipal government financed the construction of a Jewish facility such as Jewish style front door, corridor, fence, and as a result, delegations of 100 groups of Israelis have been welcomed here.  The Harbin Jewish Cemetary has already become the special site which Jews must see when they visit Harbin, even some of them pay their visit here just because of this Jewish Cemetary, so the tourist value of this Cemetary is reasonably significant. 
 Secondly, there are rich Jewish construction heritages that remain in Harbin. In addition to the very important and precious heritage--- the Jewish Cemetary, till now there exist in Harbin, more than 20 sites where Jews at that time went through their religious and cultural activities, some of them remain very well preserved, and some even play a role today in business. These are mainly heritages with Jewish construction styles and places where Jews once lived in. (1) The Main Synagogue in Harbin; This temple is a two-layer-rubble construction, in Latin cruciform, its gate and window decorated with round arches and sharp arches, the roofs are different-sized two vaults, raising shield of hexagram of David. The construction is extremely fine, in a rich Jewish construction style, both the construction art value and the tourism value are very high. Here too is the heritage of Harbin Jewish Religious Association, Harbin Zionism organization, Jewish funeral and interment mutual-aid society and "Jewish Life" newsroom. (2) The New Synagogue; The Jewish new temple is the biggest Jewish Synagogue in the Northeast region of China, holding 800 worshipers at the same time. The Synagogue is built in a unique and special in style, and designed by a famous Jewish designer. This relic is also the former site of the Harbin Jewish public library. (3) The Jewish middle school; Is the first Jewish middle school in the far east. It’s tall construction is pleasing to the eye, revealing Jewish construction characteristics. To the detail of construction skill, it is the only Jewish construction with this style that remained in the whole world. (4) The Jewish hospital; The Harbin Jewish hospital was once a first-class hospital in Harbin, it received not only Jewish patients, but also patients of other nationalities. The hospital construction belongs to the Jewish construction style. (5) The Jewish Free Soup Kitchen and Home for the Aged; In order to provide for the needy elderly refugees with a permanent home, it was decided to build a Jewish bread house and Jewish cost-free refectory. (6) Moderne Hotel and Caspe Jewellery; They were founded by a French Jew N·A·Caspe. (7) Daoli subordinate shop of Mars candy tea snack factory. It was founded by a Russian Jew Chukerman. Moreover, there were also more than 20 other important constructions, like The Lopato Brother’s Tobacco Company, "Globous (Globle) movie theater, Muling coal company, Far Eastern Bank, Moscow Pharmacy, Makin bakery and the Soskin former residence and so on.
Thirdly, descendants of Harbin Jews are spread all over the world, with connections to Harbin. Organizations of Harbin Jews also cover the world, there are Igud Yotzei Sin (organizations of former residents of China) in many countries: Israel, USA (New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco), Australia (Sydney, Melbourne), Russia's Moscow, as well as Europe. Many Jews who have a Harbin background till now call themselves "Harbinese". They regard Harbin as their second hometown, and pay much attention to Harbin. Their descendant also regard the search for their ancestor's trail in China as an important responsibility. And this is what differentiates Harbin from other domestic cities with Jewish relics.
   Comparison of four domestic cities of the Jewish history and relics condition is as follows: Population now and relics:

Brief comparison table of status of Jewish ex-China residence 

	Inhabit
	Time of arrival
	The duration
	Initial population
	Most population
	Aim for   settling in China
	Ancestral home
	Community situation
	Population now and relics

	Kaifeng
	11th century
	11th century till now
	1000 persons with 70 surnames
	
	business
	Middle East Jew
	Song Dynasty emperor signed up three treaties with  the Jews "Jews turn over to China, must observe the ancestor orders, so they can live in Bianliang." Settled down in China, became Chinese citizens and became assimilated.


	1000 persons 200 families.One Jewish 

	Shanghai


	In the middle of 19th century
	To 1950, lasted 100 years
	
	
	business
	Mesopotamia Jewish Bussinessman, Sefardy Jewish community, Russian Jewish community, Russia "Ashkennazi" Jewish community, and many other ancestral home
	Formed 4 communities. Sefardy Jewish community, Russian Jewish community, Middle European Jewish community and Polish Jewish Community.
	In Huoshan Road Tilanqiao district Shanghai,Zhoushan Road, there are still constructions, including a lot of common houses, synagogue, park and even café. 

	Tianjin
	At the start of 20th century.
	Lasted 60 years till the last Jews left.
	
	>30,000
	Mainly in business.
	Mainly Russian Jews.
	Formed 1 community.
	There is no construction, only a lot of common houses in Fifth Street and Xiaobailou district.

	Harbin
	At the end of 19th century.
	Lasted about 100 years till the last Jew died in 1985.
	
	25,000
	Escape and refuge.
	Mainly Jews came from Russia "Ashkennazi" Jewish community.
	Formed 1 community, the community system was very complete.
	Rich relics: typical Jewish style construction, and more than 20 constructions built by Jews, and the biggest Jewish Golgotha in the eastern Asia area.


Comparing with the other three areas, the Harbin Jewish historical and cultural resources have formed their own characteristics: One is that the types of the relics are very rich, especially the biggest Jewish Cemetary which remained untouched; Two; the activity time in Harbin was long, and formed quite a complete community system; Three; it surpassed the other two areas in scale to occupy the first place at that time; Four; The main activity of Harbin Jewish organizations was mainly  Zionism, and it played an essential role in the lives of the Jews;       

 Five: To sum it up, The Harbin Jewish cultural resources are perfect, their historical value, unique characteristic, as well as scale, preservation, and market potential is unsurpassed.
Third, plan for Harbin Jewish cultural tourism products development 

Harbin Jewish historical and cultural tourism products should include tourism area and traveling route.

(I) Plan for developing the Harbin Jewish historical tourism area

1st, Scope and regional characteristics

Daoli district (original Pristan District) was the center where Harbin Jews carried out religious political social economic and cultural activities, till now more than 80%  of Harbin Jew relics that can be proved, remain in this district, so we should develop the tour itinarary by putting emphasis on the Daoli district. The area should be put in the first place: Tongjiang street of Daoli district (religious, political, social activity center), and Central street (economic and cultural activity center). This area is located in developed business circle of middle north Harbin, to the south is the developed Nangang district, and to the north is the Songbei district whose natural environment is perfect. It has deep cultural basics, good business tradition and unique regional advantage. Due to its economic historical and cultural value, in the general plan of tourism development it should be defined as the historical tourist area and modern business blocks. Historical tourist area and modern business should be one part of the tourists’ visiting activities. At the present time tourism in Harbin was small, only a small number of tourists visited, and there are no travel agencies managing this route.    
2nd, Main relics

Many Jewish relics remain in this area. There are 17 places here which experts have already proved as authentic within them we can choose 10 typical constructions as the bases of this district. They are Jewish general Synagogue, The New Synagogue, Jewish middle school, Jewish hospital, The Jewish Free Soup Kitchen and Home for the Aged, The Jewish national bank, Moderne Hotel, Caspe Jewellery, “Globous”(Globe)movie theatre, Okun Building, Miniature Café-restaurant Store, and Soskin former residence, and so on. Some of them may be changed into shopping and café, and tourists can find remnants of Harbin Jews of more than 50 years ago in Harbin. 
3rd, Function and market localization of Harbin Jewish historical tourist area 

The main functions of this area are historical education tourism, religious culture sightseeing, cultural leisure, commercial entertainment tourism. It can satisfy those tourists who want to access the Harbin Jewish culture, European landscape, and those scholars and visiting students who want to acquaint themselves with the Harbin modern history, Jewish refugee history, and history of the Second World War, and other tourists who want to find leisure in the city. 

4th;  Proposal for Harbin Jewish historical tourist area design 

4·1 Principle of design
Harbin Jewish historical tourist area, with the subject of showing Jewish culture, should be  differentiated  from the Russian exotic streets of the Daoli district, and should also have common ground, that is leisure culture of cultural tourism and modern business blocks;

4·2 Proposal of design 

Develop main relics of the historical tourist area by period, by classification, and by level. 
4·2·1 Delimit the area scope, evaluate protection rank of relics, filter the types of relics. Reorganize and restore the Jewish general Synagogue, The New Synagogue, Jewish middle school and so on, mainly including Synagogue, school, housing, hospital, bank, home for the Aged, movie theater, etc. Some of them may be restored to their original function, such as shopping, cafe and so on, to recreate the lives of Jews in those years.
4·2·2 Set up of the Harbin Jewish heritage and culture museum. Under the condition of showing Jewish construction styles and Jewish historical and cultural characteristic. The construction style and scale of The New Synagogue makes it suitable for the Harbin Jewish history and culture museum, and also for an education base representing the history of “WWII” in the subject of  “Love of peace, against war!”, and make a must for foreign friends and tourists take a visit, and a window for Chinese descendants to know Jewish history and civilization, and of World War II. 
4·2·3 To mark the important Jewish relics with signs in Hebrew, English, Russian and other languages, to make it a friendly route for tourism and tourist sightseeing. These places include Jewish hospital, Jewish Free Soup Kitchen and Home for the Aged, Jewish national bank, Moderne Hotel, Caspe Jewellery, “Globous”(Globe)movie theatre, Far East Bank, Moscow Pharmacy, Makin brakery and Soskin former residence, and so on.

(II) To develop a special tourist route for touring Harbin Jewish relics. For Example:                                 
Line A: Harbin Jewish historical and cultural tourism route will include:

Harbin Jewish historical tourism area The Main Synagogue, Jewish middle school Jewish Free Soup Kitchen and Home for the Aged, Soskin former residence, The New Synagogue,( Harbin Jewish history and culture museum), Miniature Café-restaurant Store, Jewish national bank, Moderne Hotel, Caspe Jewellery, Okun building, “Globous”(Globe)movie theatre, Jewish hospital——Harbin Huangshan Jewish Cemetary. 
Line B: Chinese and foreign religious culture tourist route to include:

Harbin Jewish historical tourist area——Sophia church ——Alex church——Harbin temple of the Confucian era the Jile Temple

Line C: Harbin feature tourist route

Harbin Jewish historical tourist area——Harbin Jewish Cemetary——Sun island park (summer) Snow and Ice world (winter) —— Manchurian tiger park.

2nd, Design and develop tourist route for ex-Chinese residence’s relics.
Harbin (Harbin Jewish historical tourist area—— Harbin Jewish Cemetary) ——Shanghai (Moses Synagogue, i.e. Jewish refugee memorial hall, Tilan bridge historical tourist area) ——Tianjin (Jewish common houses in Xiaobailou district)
(III) Relative proposal
In order to make Jewish historical cultural tourist resources into attractive tourism products, even tourism refinement, we must pay attention to system development and ensure fine service.

1st, to Grasp the principle of system development. We must coordinate the development of tourism resources in tourist areas, like tourism consumption, market potential, service system and management system.

(1) The development of tourist shopping. To increase the benefit of a tourist economy, we must integrate design and development of Jewish historical resources and facilities with tourist shopping. We should design, develop and sell special significance souvenirs according to different customs, such as souvenirs with Harbin local characteristic and rich Jewish national color.

(2) Provide specialized service. Set up a professional travel agency, design a reasonable scientific tourist route, train professional tour guides. This is the key to guarantee the quality of Jewish tourist products. 

2nd, Pay attention to sales promotion. One of characteristics of tourist products is that it is non-movable, it calls for a high investment in advertising the tourist products, especially the newly developing tourist products. Firstly we should make publicity material according to the fact, such as a tourist map, picture poster, tourist manual, and disc showing tourist area and its featured travel; secondly we should use tri-dimensional strategy of media advertisement, select television and high-quality magazines, as well as an internet homepage. Lastly we should go to the customers’ hometowns——in Israel, Shanghai and Tianjin to get investment and make sales promotion. In addition, during the time of important festivals like Harbin International Ice and Snow Festival, Harbin Economy and Trade Meetings and Harbin Summer Concerts, to invite media reporters, agents of travel agencies, and wholesalers of tourism products to visit, to sell the Jewish historical cultural tourism route.
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