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Attention to the Historical Role of the Jews lived in Harbin
The Jews lived in Harbin are an important part of the Jews in the world. From 1899 to 1985, Harbin provided a merry land for more than 20,000 Jews who had been discriminated and oppressed in Russia and in Europe. There Jews not only set up complete communities, special culture, prosperous economy, magnificent buildings and massive burial grounds in Harbin, but also trained a group of top men for the world. What was more important is the people of Harbin treated the Jews kindly with great hearts, thus, in spite of the trend of repelling and persecuting the Jews at that time the deed itself embodied China’s great humanity. But unfortunately, due to various reasons, the glorious deed is not well known and is rarely mentioned in Jewish museums, in books about the history of the Dispersion and in people’s mind. From the research into the history and the culture of the Jews, We can get a conclusion—we should pay attention to the historical role of the Jews lived in Harbin. 
I. Attention to the complete international communities built by the Jews of Harbin.
The number of the Jews once lived in Harbin is more than 20,000 at most and only a few hundreds at least, but with the incredible cohesive force they have built relatively complete international communities, including a political organization the largest Zionist organization in the Far East, and later the youth Zionist organization called “Harbin Betar Headquarters”; a mass organization—Harbin Jewish communal Association; two Jewish schools—Harbin “Talmud Torah” School and the Jewish Middle School (the famous Lotus Art School and Glazunov Higher School also employed the Jewish teachers ); two financial institutes —Harbin Jewish National Bank and the Far East Jewish Commercial Bank (Harbin Russian Bank, Harbin American Credit Bank , The French International Bank and the American International Insurance Company were mainly operated by the Jews); four Jewish assembly Synagogues—The Main Synagogue in Harbin, the New Synagogue, the Synagogue of former Jewish Cemetery and Majiagao praying Synagogue; five social institutes— Harbin Jewish Hospital, Hindenburg kindergarten, the Jewish Horse Race Course, the old people of the Jewish Home and the Jewish Graveyard; More than ten Jewish Charity organizations—the famous ones are Harbin Jewish Aid to the Poor and the Weak, the Jewish Funeral Aid, Harbin Jewish Women Charitable and Relief Organization, the Committee of the Aid to the European Refugees and the Free Loan Organization; Many cinemas and theatres— Moderne Cinema, “Decadence” Cinema, the America cinema and Danilov Theater, etc; several mass media— “the Jewish Life”, “Novosti Jizni”, “Rubej”. “Rupor”, etc; a lot of industrial and commercial enterprises—Moderne Hotel, The Textile factory “Progress”, Samsonovich Brother Chamber of Commerce, Geneva Watchmaker and Jewelry’s Shop,Bent Brothers Trading Company, Muling Coal Mine Company, the Huaying Orient Trade Company, A’shihe Sugar Company, the Orient Flour Mill, Soskin’s electric mill and Oil Mill, the Harbin Joint Beer and Beverage Company, Miniature Cafe –restaurant Store, the “Kantilena” musical instrument shop and Ginger Sewing Machine Shop, etc. From the above mentioned, we know that the Jews established a relatively complete social system in Harbin in the 1920s, whose level of perfectiveness and internationalization were in the lead compared with those of another 20 countries in Harbin. In a word, the prosperous Jewish Communities in Harbin provided a fertile land for the development of social institutes. The feat of the Jews supports the fact that in their wandering life the Jewish nation paid special attention to building communities and strengthening the cohesive force. 

Ⅱ.Attention to the miracles of economy and trade created by the Jews of Harbin. 

    According to the research, the Jews only take up ten percent of the foreigners in Harbin, but the ones engaged in trade take up fifty percent. Tracing the development of the hundred-year street, the Central Street of Harbin, we can see that on the old street the shops operated by the Jews take a large proportion. The Jews of Harbin had the courage to think and act. They carried on a relatively early capital operation (In 1923, the Harbin Jewish People’s Bank, and the Far –Eastern Jewish Commercial Bank were founded), adopted the operation of scale in the earliest time (At the beginning of the 20th century, the Jews set up various financial institutes, security companies, trade unions, food and beverage shops on the Kitaiskaya Street), held the earliest horse races (In 1905, the first race course was established. After that, they held the races every year in spring and in autumn), traded in the earliest time (In 1907,two of the Jews, Peternovisky and Kabalkin exported the soybeans of Heilongjiang on a large scale to Europe for the first time), carried out the earliest discount policies (In 1911, Samsonovich Brother Chamber of Commerce

 put on an advertisement that the price of their goods would be reduced by 30 to 65 percent), established the earliest food processing industry (In 1905, Harbin Joint Beer and Beverage Factory was founded),etc. In many aspects, the Jews of Harbin were the pioneers and the guides of Harbin’s economy. A western thinker has said, “ Where there is wealth, there are the Jews. ” Similarly, we can say: where there are the Jews, there is wealth. Just as President Teddy Kaufman has said, there’s a close connection between Harbin’s enterprises and the Jews. Furthermore, the Jews got along well with their Chinese partners. From the above—mentioned, we can see that the Jews of Harbin, like the Jews from all over the world, have incredible economic brains and intelligence. They made the first economic prosperity in the history of Harbin, which could be proved by the prosperous Central Street. The contribution made by the foreigners, especially by the Jews, is worth our attention and the Jews of Harbin can be proud of what they have done for the development of the city.

Ⅲ. Attention to the special Jewish concept of culture and education.

  Although the Jews only lived in Harbin for about 80 years and sometimes there were merely thousands of them, they never forgot their religion, newer slacked off in their studies and never neglected their culture and art. So when the number of the Jews in Harbin became larger and larger, they wanted to build their own religious Synagogues. Early in 1903, they founded Harbin Jewish Communal Association. In 1907, they began to build the old Jewish Synagogue on Artilleriskaya Street. (Now the name is changed into Tongjiang Street). In 1918, they initiated to build the New Jewish Synagogue on Diagonal Street (now the Jingwei Street). In 1920, the Jewish Cemetery Synagogue was finished on the old site of the Jewish Graveyard (now the Cultural Park). The formation of these Jewish religious organizations and Synagogues laid the foundation of their religious activities and showed their firm religious belief and unyielding national spirit. Just as Marx in his “Views on the Problem of the Jews” (1843) has said, “The reason why Judaism can exist side by side with Christianity is that the Jewish spirit keeps its own status and develops a lot in the Christian society.” In the process of the Dispersion, the fact that the Jews were still loyal to their religion shows Judaism has a powerful vitality and cohesive force. It is the spiritual drive for the Jews to fight against the adverse natural and social environment.

   The Jews of Harbin also thought highly of education. Once they settled down, they took to the development of culture and education. On the one hand, they built a chain of Kindergartens and schools, including Harbin Jewish kindergarten finished in 1906, Harbin Jewish Primary School started in 1907, Harbin “Talmud Torah” School completed in 1920, the Jewish Middle School constructed in 1917, the Lotus Art School and Glazunov Higher School. The Jews became the pioneers of teaching music and Hebrew. Many Jews in Harbin learned Hebrew and the Jewish religion first in “Talmud Torah” School. Then in Harbin Medical College and HIT run by the Russian, the Jews and the Japanese. The special attention paid to education laid the foundation of education for the survival and the development of the Jews in Harbin. On the other hand, they initiated a chain of libraries, cinemas and newspapers. The cinemas and theatres include the Cinema of America of 1907, Danilov Theater of 1912, Moderne Cinema of 1913 and Harbin Business Club. The libraries include the Associated Siberian-Jewish Culture Library of 1918 and Imardago Library. From 1906 to 1945, they started the publication of  “Novosti Jizni”, “Vestnik Vostoka”, “the Jewish Life”, “Rupor”, “Rubej” and many other newspapers and magazines. The top-class Jewish artists often gave performances in Harbin Railway Club. Meanwhile, many people of Harbin took the Jewish artists as their tutors and soon became qualified in the field of music. The Jewish art and culture, including the films, performances and newspapers, are in the lead not only in Harbin but also in the world. Mr. Kaufman holds the view that the Jewish people are the pioneers of music training in Harbin and many Jewish artists enjoy high reputation in play-acting and other performances. In 1926, Harbin Jewish Band put on a performance in Japan, which was so successful that Japan’s media called Harbin “the city of music”. So the Jewish people contributed a lot to the development of music in Harbin.

Ⅳ Attention to the magnificent buildings and architectures constructed by the Jews of Harbin. 

    The buildings of Jewish style with their special charm occupy an important part in the world architecture and the ones built in Harbin are of special importance. Although these buildings have endured years of wind and water, most of their basic structures remain intact now. We should pay attention to the following sites in Harbin: whit its modern new art style, Moderne Hotel of 1913, which used to be Moderne Cinema, is still one of the most beautiful buildings on the Central Street; although the façade and the pinnacle of the Harbin Main Synagogue of 1909 have been destroyed, the remnant main body is still out of the ordinary on Tongjiang Street, whose former name is Artilleriskaya Street; the New Jewish Synagogue of Harbin completed in 1921 is a unique church of European style in the world. Although it is once used for other purposes, now it is under reconstruction with the financial aid from the government. We believe that the new Synagogue will have taken on a new look on Jingwei Street (past Diagonal Street) by the end of 2004; Jewish People’s Bank built in 1923 is the first civilian—run bank in the history of Harbin and its European style is still unusual now; in 1914, the Jewish tycoon L.S. Skidelski built his own mansion of European style, which is one of the most intact architectures of European Classic style; the Jewish Muling Coal Mine Company of 1920, with the style of European eclecticism, is intact up to now. it is now used as the Kindergarten of Heilongjiang Provincial Party Committee and enjoys the first-class protection; the old mansion of Soskin, one of the first Jewish businessmen in Harbin, was completed in 1910. it is among the few architectures of European Romantic style and is now occupied by Harbin Civil Construction Association; the main building of Lopato Cigarette Company was finished in 1904. Although it has endured years of wind and water, it is still one of the magnificent buildings of European style in Harbin; as the typical building of Jewish style, Harbin Jewish Middle School of 1918 has been listed into the repairing plan of 2005 and it will show us a more exotic look after reparation; Meyerlovich Building of 1920 is famous not only as Berlozkaya Hospital at first and later the Lotus Art School, but also for its style of European Renaissance. In a word, the Jewish architecture in Harbin has its own features and it contributes to the city of Harbin, the so-called “architecture museum of European style.”

Ⅴ.Attention to the bright men out of the Jews of Harbin.

The Jews are known for their ability. Engels has said. “If I can choose, I’d rather to be a Jew”. Heine has also said, “Marx is absolutely a Jew and Lassalle is the same.”There appear many influential men out of the Jews of Harbin. The first one is the great internationalist Luo Shengte，Whose English name is J.Rosenfield. Dr. Luo Shengte is an Austrian, who graduated from the famous Viennese Academy of Medical Sciences. From 1939 to 1949, he was engaged in the medical work for the Eighth Route Army at first, then for the New Fourth Army, and later for the North Eastern Democratic Union Army of Resistance Against Japan. During the decade, he stayed in Harbin for 2 years. In 1941, Lu Shengte joined the Communist Party and then was appointed the sanitary adviser for the New Fourth Army and the Eighth Route Army. During his lifetime, Lu Shengte contributed a lot to the Liberation and was considered as“the international communist soldier of Bethune’s type, “the ambassador of peace between china and Austria”,and “the key person who connected china with Israel.” On the occasion of the hundredth anniversary of Lu Shengte, Chairman Hu Jintao wrote to commend. The Chinese External Friendship Association and the Chinese European Union Association published a set of commemorative stamps with the name of “the great international communist soldier- Lu Shengte.” The second one is Trumpeldor, the famous Israeli hero who had only one arm. He is so famous that in a small town in the northern part of Israel people set up a special museum to commemorate his feat against the invaders. There is a popular song for him called “On The Eleventh Night of The  Month Of Adar)”, the lines of which go like this:“The eleventh night of the month of Adar, a different night bitter night. That eleventh night of the month of Adar at the heat of a fight a man did recite: “For my Calilee and my land good is the death good is my will. On that night ,a night in Adar, the echo of his words as sword to the heart, there is no fear of other, strength that shall move him from his guard. A promise echoed among the young: no terror, rage nor fear on that Calilee night of tear.”After the release from the war between Japan and Russia, Trumpeldor stayed in Harbin in 1906. During this period, he established “Palestine Agricultural Corporation.” So he contributed a lot to the development of agriculture in Harbin. The third one is Modka Olmert, the Israeli Senator and leader of the Zionist organization. Modka Olmert came to Harbin with his father Joseph Olmert in 1907. After the death of his father, Modka Olmert founded Harbin Jewish Youth Organization “Betar” in 1929. Then he migrated to Palestine and became leader of Zionism As a parliament member and expert on agriculture, Modka Olmert is really an influential man in Israel. His son Ehud Olmert held the post of member of the parliament at the age of 29. In 1990, Ehud Olmert became mayor of Jerusalem. In 2003, he is already the second powerful man in Israel. The fourth one is the great Israeli scientist Tadmor．Tadmor was born in Harbin in November, 1923. In 1916, his parents came to Harbin from Ukrainia and Russia respectively． They lived in Dao Li District. Tadmor once studied Chinese for about one year in a Jewish school, but his main task was learning Russian. After a carefree childhood, he left Harbin at the age of 13. Although 70 years has passed, he still remembers that there are many magnificent villas and European constructions on both sides of the beautiful Song Hua River, that Harbin is a beautiful city melting many nations and races and that the people of Harbin are very kind and sincere to the foreigners. Tracing the lifetime of Tadmor, he was an excellent player, who had once got the championship of the one-hundred meters run. He was also a great scientist because of hi achievements made in historical re search. As the vice-president of the Israeli Academy of Sciences, he became one of the excellent Jews once lived in Harbin. The fifth one is Teddy Kaufman, president of Sino-Israeli Friendship Association. Three generations of Mr Kaufman’s family lived and worked in Harbin. In 1918, his grand father came to Harbin and soon became president of a Jewish old people’s home. His father Abraham was once appointed president of Harbin Jewish Communal Association. His mother B.I.Shwartz was once president of the women’s organization of Zionism called “Vizo”. Mr Kaufman has a special feeling towards Harbin. After he returned to Israel, Mr Kaufman was appointed president of Sino-Israeli Friendship Association. Although he is more than 80 years old now, he still makes his effort to consolidate the friendship between China and Israel. Mr Kaufman once said to us, “we, the Jews born in Harbin, spent our best part of life in this fertile land. Although we now live in different parts of the world, we often recall the memory of life in Harbin. When we left the city in 1949, Harbin was only a small town with several hundreds of thousands of people. We can never forget the beautiful Song Hua River. We can never forget the central park, the ridge across the river and the church square. Now Harbin has already become a modern city with millions of people. A new dike is standing on the bank of the SongHua River; a wide bridge is crossing the river; the skyscrapers are towering into the clouds. In short, Harbin now is a new commercial city as well as a center of trade, tourism and culture. Despite all the changes, the city is still familiar to us.” The Chinese vice-ambassador to Israel Zhang Qingyang once said to us,“Mr. Kaufman has a special feeling towards China and he has done a lot of work to consolidate the friendship. The relationship between the Chinese Embassy to Israel and Mr Kaufman is so good that the first Israeli visited by the Chinese ambassadors is Mr Kaufman. The Embassy support you to establish cooperation with him.” The sixth one is Isreal Epstein，the first Jewish member of China’s Political Consultative Conference. Although the legendary figure Mr Epstein now lives in Beijing, he is also regarded as one of the Harbin Jews. Mr Epstein was born in the capital city of Poland, Warsaw, on April 20th ,1915. In 1917, he migrated to China with his parents and their first stop was Harbin. After several years’ study in TianJin, he got into“Jing Jin Thames” in 1981 and began his career as a journalist. In 1938, he joined the Association of Protection of China founded by Song Qingling and took up the work of international propaganda. During the War of Resistance Against Japan, Mr Epstein visited Yan’an and penetrated far behind the enemy lines for the first-hand material. He was one of the few righteous correspondents who reported the heroic deeds of the Chinese people accurately. After the WWII, he was active in fighting against the interference in China’s internal affairs and in advocating the establishment of new China. In 1951, at song Qingling’s invitation, he returned to China to participate in the publication of the external magazine “Reconstruction of China” and worked as an executive editor. In 1957, he was of Chinese nationality. In 1979, he became the chief editor of the magazine.(“Reconstruction of China” changed the name in to “ Today’s China” in January, 1990). In addition to reports on the development of China, he in nearly 60 years published many articles and books, including “people’s war”, “the Unfinished Revolution in China”, “From the Opium war to the Liberation”, “ Changes in Tibet”, “Song Qingling – the Great woman of the 20th century ” and “Epstein’s Memoir”, etc. At present, he is member of the Political Consultative Conference, honorary chief editor of “Today’s China”, director of Song Qingling’s Foundation and vice-president of. Chinese International Friendship Research Center. The 89-year-old Epstein has made several records in China. He’s the foreigner who worked in china for the longest time (73 years); he’s the Jew who lived the longest time in China (more than 80 years); he is also the foreigner with the highest social status and the most influential foreigner in China. (Zhou En-lai, Deng xiaoping, Jiang Zemin and Hu Jintao once spoke highly of him). The seventh one is Isaacs·Shapiro，chairman of the board of America’s biggest attorney organization “Shi Da Attorney office”. Three generations of Mr Shapiro’s family once lived in Harbin. In 1905, his grandparents migrated to Harbin from Odessa and worked in the Middle East Railway Bureau. Later they started Chernyskova Architecture Company. His mother graduated from Harbin Ganelsova Female School in 1922 and his father worked as professor of violin is Glazunov Music school. Mr．Shapiro lived in Harbin from 1932 to 1936. Since 1946, he has lived in America with his parents. In 1957, he took to the career of law and then founded America’s biggest attorney organization, which now has more than 1,700 employees scattered in 21 countries and districts. Mr. Shapiro enjoys high reputation in the field of laws in America. The present American ambassador to China Rader once worked as his assistant. The eighth one is Josef Tekon the Israeli ambassador to the UN. Mr Tekon migrated to China with his parents in 1920 and spent his childhood in Harbin. After returning to Israel, he pursued advanced studies in several famous universities and then dealt with the external affairs of Israel. He was Israeli ambassador to the UN from 1967 to 1972 and principal of Gurion University from 1973 to 1981. When he was the ambassador, Israel was in the war against Egypt. Mr Tekan moved in big countries in order to get more help from the outside. He is indeed a qualified diplomat of high international prestige. The ninth one is Trahtinberg，the famous Jewish violinist. He migrated to Harbin from Russia in 1918. In 1947, he was appointed principal of Russian Advanced Music School. During his lifetime, he trained many qualified persons for china and for the world. His student Wang Yuncai is one of the composers of the famous “Wusuli Boatmen’s Song”, which is considered as one of the four most beautiful songs of typical Chinese style. One of his favorite students, Tolia Kamenski, was trained with special care by him in Harbin. After graduation, Tolia became famous overnight in America and was regarded as “a child prodigy.” The tenth one is H.Stern, the initiator of German indoor music. Mr Stern was a German- Jewish. In 1939, his family moved to Harbin. As V.D.Trahtinberg’s favorite student, Mr Stern became the top violinist of Berlin Music lovers’ Orchestra and the initiator of German indoor music. Mr Stern never forgets Harbin, his second home town. He has given performances several times in china. In 1979, he donated two German pianos to Harbin. In 2003, he published his memoir called “Trace of Strings”, in which he recalled the hospitality of Harbin people.In a word, Harbin not only provided a shelter for the Jews but also left a vast space for their development. A good example to show this is that people of talent come forth in large numbers from the Jews lived in Harbin. It’s no wonder that the fourth Israeli ambassador to China Dr.Yehoyada has said, “China is one of the few countries without persecution of the Jews. What is more important is the Chinese people gave a warm hand to the hopeless Jewish refugees. In order to avoid persecution in Russia and in Eastern Europe, tens of thousands of Jewish refugees settled down in Harbin, where they realized the true meaning of humanitarianism. ”
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