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The study of the demographic profile is necessary but difficult. There are 4 main areas of research: 

(1) There is a shortage of documented material and it is difficult to see the full picture of the Jews of Harbin 

(2) The administrative areas of Harbin changed considerably over time and more so in the, 20th century. Harbin was once divided into: 

· Harbin “Autonomous” City (designated as a special City since 1926), 
· Harbin City as part of the Municipal Administration Bureau of the Special Zone of Dong Province ( that included Xiangfang, Baqu, Majiagao, Guxiang, Zhengyanghe, Pianlianzi and others), Binjiang county of Jilin province (transformed as Binjiang city in 1929), Songbei Municipal Administration Bureau as part of the Heilongjiang province ( in 1925, its name was changed to Songpu Municipal Administration Bureau). Because of these divisions and sub divisions population statistics kept changing. 
· The mobility and the large number of Russian residents ( including Russian Jews) arriving in Harbin in the 20s was such that statistics may be erroneous

· The number of Jews registered with the Harbin Jewish Religious Council was confined to the adults. The actual number of Jews in Harbin thus is at variance to the number of Jews registered. 
The object of this research is to systematically address all these problems
In recent years, numerous research papers written in China and overseas attempted to identify the Jewish population of Harbin. Most of these statements were vague and differed with each other. For example:
Hundreds of thousand Byelorussians moved to China! However only in Harbin there were more than 10,000 Russian Jews.1

    With the construction of the Chinese Eastern Railway (CER), and the start of World War I, Jews of Russia, Poland, etc. immigrated to Harbin. Yet at its peak there were about 15,000 Jews in Harbin.2

    In 1919, the number of the Jews in Harbin was 15,000, reaching its peak period

.3

    The Jewish population (Harbin) once reached 25,000 at its most.4

Once there were a group of Jewish commercial entrepreneurs, financiers, artists, social activists, that influenced Harbin’s economic development reaching 25,000 at its maximum.5

    Some research papers even asserted that: the Jews in Harbin reached 55,000 at its peak.6

The above statements may have been based on fact (more or less). I am unable to state categorically which is true. I am only able to provide a statistical graph of the population of the Jews in Harbin as shown below:

Statistic Graph of the Population of the Jews in the History of Harbin

	Time
	Number of Population
	Sources of

the materials
	Remarks
	Time
	Number of Population
	Source of the materials
	Remarks

	1899
	10
	Guide of Israel Association of the Jews return from  China（Russian），Tel Aviv - -Jaffa，2000，365，122。
	Archives of А.И. Kaufman
	1924
	5848
	Guidebook of Commerce &Industry and Railway of Harbin—Fujia Suburb（Russian）， Harbin，1925，26-27。
	Among them,

Male,2885，Female,2963

	1900
	45
	Guide of Israel Association  of the Jews return from  China（Russian），Tel Aviv-Jaffa，2000，365，122。
	Archives of А.И. Kaufman
	1925
	1400
	The fourth part of chapter 2 of Record of Binjiang  Years
	

	1902
	300
	Guide of Israel Association  of the Jews return from  China（Russian），Tel Aviv-Jaffa，2000，365，122
	Archives  of А.И. Kaufman
	1926
	1367
	Binjiang Daily，1926-5-5。
	Among them,

Male,2885，Female,2963.Only the population investigation  in the city

	1903
	500
	Guide of Israel Association  of the Jews return from  China（Russian），Tel Aviv-Jaffa，2000，365，122
	Archives of А.И. Kaufman
	1927
	1352
	Binjiang Daily，1928-2-12。
	

	1906
	3000
	Guide of Israel Association  of the Jews return from  China（Russian），Tel Aviv-Jaffa，2000，365，122
	Archives of А.И. Kaufman
	1929
	1324
	The fourth part of chapter 2 of Record of Binjiang  Years
	

	1908
	6000
	Cooperation of Russia and   periphery countries of Asia- Pacific  Region（Russian），Vladivostok。1999，27。
	
	1931
	2600
	Н.А. Sergey：:Jewish Association in Manchuria。 See Russia and Asia-Pacific Region，Vladivostok。1999，3，101。
	

	1911
	2400
	Cooperation of Russia and   periphery countries of Asia- Pacific  Region（Russian），Vladivostok。1999，27
	Calculated by Doctor David Wolfe 
	1933
	2170
	Н.А. Sergey：:Jewish Association in Manchuria。 See Russia and Asia-Pacific Region，Vladivostok。1999，3，101。
	

	1913
	5032
	 Cooperation of Russia and   periphery countries of Asia- Pacific  Region（Russian），Vladivostok。1999，27
	
	1935
	1500
	Н.А. Sergey：:Jewish Association in Manchuria。 See Russia and Asia-Pacific Region，Vladivostok。1999，3，101。
	

	1919
	7500
	Far East Journal，1919-01-17
	Among them 4500  older than 20 years, 3000 younger than 20 
	1937
	1100
	Н.А. Sergey：:Jewish Association in Manchuria。 See Russia and Asia-Pacific Region，Vladivostok。1999，3，101。
	

	1920
	20000
	Luya Hour Journal（Japanese），1926，№75，5。
	
	1953
	453
	Roll of the members of Harbin Jewish Religion Council(Russian)1953。
	

	1922
	11000
	Shiyan, Daiwei: History of the Immigrating of the Jews to Harbin and its  Function, Historical Relic of the North  1992，2，92。
	
	1959
	130
	Historical Records of Harbin， Harbin，1998，34，163。
	Only follows of Judaism


The view of the writer is that, the numbers included in the above statistics and graph is reliable and authoritative, but still not satisfactory. 
For example, in the late of 20s, the population of the Jews in Harbin decreased to 1300-1400. The reason could be that China and Soviet started to Union jointly manage the CER and that the stateless Jews were displaced and moved south, etc., but the problem could be in the manner data was presented and the subsequent statistical. It is known that the statistics of 1926 were confined toDaoli, Nangang and Xiangfang,  whilst the data used for the 1927 statistics took into account population within the city, and whilst the nearby towns of Tianjia  Shaoguo, Three trees, Lazy men Town, Guxiang Town were not included”.7 To add to the probable statistical error the 1911, population of the Jews in Harbin which stood at 2400 was not recorded in the census. The number was calculated by Doctor David Wolfe professor at Princeton University USA., 609 adult men were registered with the Harbin Jewish Religion Council, each family, consisting of an average of 4 persons. The population in 1959 was 130 members registered with the religious council.
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    Seen from the above statistics and graph，in the 6 years from 1898, when the Engineering Department of the CER decided to build the railroad, making Harbin as its headquarters, and until 1903 when the CER commenced operation the Jewish population in Harbin increased by one , ten or even hundred. The first wave of Jewish immigration to Harbin was between 1906 and 1908.

With the start of the Russo-Japanese War,  Harbin became a rear base for millions of Russian soldiers. Large profits were made during this war and Harbin’s industry and commerce developed rapidly and its population increased sharply.  By 1906, the population of Harbin and the adjacent Fujia Suburb (nowadays Daowai District) increased sharply to 250,000 (Harbin’s population increased to 100,00 , and that of the Fujia Suburb to 150,000, and those numbers did not include military personnel ).8 At that time, the population of Jews in Harbin increased from 500 of 1905 to 3000 of 1906, a 6 times increase, which was reasonable. From 1906 to 1908, the Jewish population increased to 6000. The doubling was not accidental. According to the report of V .Smolinsky, 33,000 Russian Jews were part of the Russian army stationed in Northeastern China towards the end of 1904. Most were doctors and nurses in the Medical Corps were Jewish.9. With the cessation of hostilities in 1907, when the Russian Army withdrew from the Northeastern China, many demobilized Russian soldiers, including Jewish soldiers stayed in Harbin. They brought their families, married and started a new career.10. It was well-known that owner of Moderne，Joseph Caspé was a cavalryman during the Japan-Russia War. When the war ended, he stayed in Harbin, first opened a watchmaker’s shop, and then became a jeweler and later run a hotel, gaining fame and fortune gradually.  The one armed hero Joseph.Trumpeldor was wounded and taken prisoner in the Russo-Japanese War. On being released, he stayed in Harbin, making use of a donation, established the “Palestine” Agriculture Production Cooperative.11  At that time, among the demobilized Jewish soldiers staying in Harbin, the doctors and nurses who were subordinate to the past health clinic regiment made up a very large proportion. American Doctor David Wolfe, after making analysis to the name list of the registered doctors of Harbin published in Dec. 1917, found that 4/5 were the Jews.12 The facts provided powerful evidence for the above judgments.

   The second climax of the immigration of the Jews to Harbin formed after the October Revolution in Russia, especially after the Siberian government headed by Admiral Aleksandr Vailiyevich Kolchak was defeated. In 1920, the population of the Jews in Harbin increased sharply to 20,000. In the writer’s opinion this number, is the most is reliable. Russian Jewish entrepreneurs, businessmen, musicians, engineers, professors, etc. arrived at Harbin in large numbers strengthening the already mature Harbin Jewish community.
    The third smaller wave of immigration of Jews to Harbin occurred between 1930 and 1931. The Soviet China agreement settling the dispute between the two countries was signed in 1929 in Khabarovsk
    What needs further explanation was that: At the beginning of 20s, the population of Jews in Harbin dropped from 5848 of 1924 to 1400 of 1925. Besides the technical factor of the statistical analysis mentioned above, the main reason was that after the signing of the above treaty the CER was jointly managed by China and Russia. The CER Management issued order of No.94, prohibiting the employment of railway staff who not possess either Chinese or Russian nationalities. Stateless Jews lost their jobs and moved south.

    In 1932, Harbin fell into Japanese hands. The collaboration with the Russian Fascist Party’s who were rabidly anti-Semitic and the “transfer” of CER in 1935, caused the Jews to move south in larger number and weakening the Harbin community.
  The problem of the nationality of the Jews in Harbin was as complex as the problem of population. The situation was complicated by the lack of archival material and data had to be taken from names published the newspapers and magazines of the day. It  was difficult to determine a nationality and determination had to rely on oral statements which were prone to error. Harbin’s history changed constantly and so did the stated nationality of the Jews. In addition to those changes errors in perception also appeared thus for example the statement that “French Jew Joseph Caspé opened Modern Hotel in 1913”was incorrect because when Joseph Caspé opened the Modern Hotel, he was still a Russian Jew. The reason that Moderne Hotel hung the French three-colored flag in 1933 was because property rights of the hotel were transferred to his two sons who had become French citizens. The date Caspé

 received his French citizenship is not known.
    The Jews from various countries, entered their nationalities o9f the countries of residence. Most of the Jews in Harbin were Ashkenazi of Russian nationality. . Russian Jews made up aproximately 90% of the Jews in Harbin. The other 10% were of Polish, Lithuanian, Latvian nationalities.”13 These percentages were not fixed and fluctuated from time to time. Moreover, in 1924, CER was managed jointly by both China and the Soviet Union. After the Soviet Consulate on Harbin opened the Harbin Russian Jews were divided into Jews with Soviet nationality and stateless Jews. Seen from the “Secret” special investigation made by the Harbin Japanese Commerce & Industry Meeting Bureau in April, 1936 (11th year of the Showa Era in Japan or Zhaohe as it was known in China), regardless whether the Jews were from the Soviet Union, or no nationality or of Poland, of Lithuania, all occupied a large proportion of commerce and industrial proprietors of each nationality. In that year, the commercial and industrial proprietors of Soviet nationality were 50, among which 41 were Jews, such as, I.M. Lifschitz photo studio, I.A. Bent Brothers Trading Company, etc. 82% of the total; no-nationality commercial and industrial proprietors (Belarusians) 442, among which 113 were Jews, such as Maikin Bakery , I. Katz Watch & Jewelry Shop, etc., about 26% of the total; Lithuanian commercial and industrial proprietors, all together 96, among which 70 were Jews, such as Geneva Watch & Jewelry Shop opened by M.M. Kotz, Eskin Brothers Chamber of Commerce, about 73% of the total. In addition, some of the Jews in Harbin were of polish nationality, such as ,Executive Director of Northern Manchuria Sugar-Refining Company L.G. Zickman，M. P .Pines，wool spinning products shop in central street; also some were of English nationality, such as the famous R.M. Kabalkin of East Trading Company, fur importing and exporting businessman Steinberg; some of American nationality, P.C. Belwin of Kulayev Father and Son Mortgage Company; boss of American cinema, Ackerstein; some of French nationality, such as E. Gilberstein of Louis Dolev Manchurian Special Products Exporting Company, etc.

People were very concerned about that when the Nazi German’s anti-Judaism and Jews-extinguishing Movements went on insanely during the World WarⅡ, and the Jewish refugees of the European countries, German and Austria, etc. sought refugee in Shanghai, whether Harbin received and saved Jewish refugees? The answer was affirmative, but only that Harbin was in a less important position comparing with Shanghai. In the past we have known the case that the family of the famous violinist Helmut Stern took refugee in Harbin in 1938. Now it has been proved that, in 1942 (9 years Pu Yi or Kangde as he was known to the Japanese) once had 31 Jewish families “that had been deprived of German nationality, among which male 39, female 29, all together 68.” This group of Jewish refugees may have been part of those that traveled by Eastern Europe along the Siberia Railway, arrived at Harbin after encountering many difficulties especially after Shanghai carried out measures that limited the Jews from going to Shanghai in 1939, the Italy entering the war in 1940, and the Mediterranean sea passage being blocked, 

Now, let’s inquire into the composition problem of the profession of the Jews in Harbin. Since we still haven’t completed a detailed study in this respect, I only made a table below according to the Guidebook of Commerce & Industry and Railway of Harbin-Fujia Suburb (Russian) and made some preliminary analysis.

Composition Situation of the Professions of the Jews in Harbin
                                               July,1924                              

	professions

sex
	Engineer and technical staff
	Doctor and nurses
	Advanced professional staff, such as

professors, lawyers, teachers
	Students
	Railway  staff
	Clergies


	Policemen


	Servants
	Owners of real estate, commerce & industry entrepreneurs
	Accounts, statisticians, office workers
	Trade experts, craftsmen


	Workers
	Home management servants


	Attendants


	Subtotal


	Children


	Total



	Male
	19
	83
	100
	92
	14
	5
	—
	－
	1032
	78
	355
	35
	64
	449
	2326
	559
	2885

	Female
	
	79
	31
	53
	2
	－
	－
	9
	74
	17
	109
	3
	1848
	86
	2311
	652
	2963

	Total
	19
	162
	131
	145
	16
	5
	－
	9
	1106
	95
	464
	38
	1912
	535
	4637
	1211
	5848


   In July, 1924, the population of the Jews in Harbin stood at 5848, and conclusions drawn either at the height or at the lowest ebb of population flow on the distribution by profession. From the above table, we can see, the Jews in Harbin that had jobs at that time were 2580, 44.12% of the total 5848. We should also notice that, the base number of the proportion of the people with jobs included 1211 children and 145 students. If subtrasct this factorand assume 4492 adults as base number, the employment rate should be 57.44%.

To further research the employment of the Jews in Harbin, by distribution of their profession and the proportion of the people with jobs in different professions in the society, we compared the above quota with the employment situation, the distribution of the profession, the proportion of the people with jobs in different professions of the Russians in Harbin of the same year. At the same year (July, 1924), the total of the Russians in Harbin were 48,674, people with jobs were 32,860, the employment rate was 67.5% .

   Be convenient for comparison, I list a table as follows:

 Comparative table of the employment situation of the Jews and Russians in Harbin

	Employment situation

Nation
	Owners of real estate, commerce & industry entrepreneurs
	Professors, lawyers, doctors and nurses, engineering technical staff, different kinds, of experts, accountants,   statistician
	Service
	Workers, servant

	
	Number
	Proportion in the employment population
	Number
	Proportion in the employment population
	Number 
	Proportion in the employment population
	Number
	Proportion in the employment population

	Jews
	1106
	42.87%
	871
	33.75%
	535
	20.7%
	47
	1.82%

	Russians
	1977
	6%
	7298
	22.2%
	7267
	22.14%
	3025
	9.2%


  To sum up, the Jews of Harbin had obvious advantage in real estate business and commerce & industry business, the proportion of the population with Jobs were 7 times larger than the Russians. This illustrated fully the Jews’ tough and tenacious existence ability and incomparable commercial wisdom. In other professions, such as professors, lawyers, doctors and nurses, engineering technical staff, culture and art experts, accounting and counting staffs, the Jews in Harbin with the proportion of 33.75%, were the highest, showing their rather high cultural quality and professionally technical ability Dr. А.I. Kaufman, and the talented musician Mrs. B.J. Gershgorina. were amongst the more prominent members of the community
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