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The management of the Harbin Jewish Cemetery

   Harbin had the largest Jewish community in China. At the end of the 19th century, when Czarist Russia constructed the Chinese Eastern Railway (CER), a large number of Jews from the Europe moved to Harbin. The population reached 25,000 at its peak, forming a closed social system. Many Jews were buried in Harbin in the Jewish section of the Huang Shan (Mountain Cemetery). It is the largest such cemetery in NE Asia.

 I. Evaluation of the History

  The construction of the cemetery commenced in 1903. It was initially located at No.54, Dongda Zhi street, Harbin, behind the Orthodox Eastern Church. At first only Russian Jews were buried there, but as Jews of different nationalities arrived in Harbin, the cemetery was expanded and relocated to Tai’an Street (today it is the Provincial Ice Arena). It was the largest among alien residents’ cemeteries at that time 2,420 m2. 
Interment was conducted in strict compliance with Jewish religious practice. The facilities were well maintained with a 2 meter high brick wall surrounding the site. 
The main prayer hall was a square structure with pointed tower facing south. There were provisions for a purification and washing area, a sitting room and an office. 
   In1958, the Funeral and Burial Management Department of Harbin Civil Administration Bureau relocated the cemeteries to the Huang Shan (Mountain) Public Cemetery, in the eastern suburb  about 10 km from the center of Harbin. It now covers an area of 6,532.00 m2, with 605 tombstones, of which 583 have data. During the Cultural Revolution, maintenance of the cemetery ceased. Some slabs subsided, and tombstones inclined, cracked, collapsed, or were damaged.  In 1991, after the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery was founded, it repaired most of the sunken slabs to preserve them for future generations. Today professional gardeners and staff are on hand to clean the area, plant trees and maintain the grounds. The environment of the public cemetery changed a lot. Since 1996, the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery invested more that 2,000,000 Yuan to maintain the area, construct a European styled wall, gate and gallery. This year, invested more that 200,000 Yuan were spent in the construction of construct sidewalks and a small square. 
Famous entrepreneurs, employees of the CER, musicians, writers, actors, bankers, are buried there. Relatives of Israel’s former premier Rabin, the current premier of Israel, Ehud Olmert’s grandparents, and the family of the President of the Association of former Residents of China, Teddy Kaufman are amongst those whose tombstones that have survived and are well maintained.
   Since China and Israel established diplomatic relations, many descendants of the Jewish community visited Harbin, remembering their ancestors, pondering their relatives, and exploring the place where their ancestors once lived. In May, of 2004, Mr. Teddy Kaufman headed such a group. 

After visiting his family tombs he said “This is the largest Jewish cemetery in Eastern Asia that was preserved almost intact. "The Chinese People are very tolerant of the alien residents", he said. China is our second hometown. Harbin is a friendly city. The Israeli mayor Giv’atayim also once visited the cemetery. He complimented the cemetery administration on its fine state of preservation.
Establishing a website of the Jewish cemetery
  Since 1998, scholars in the Heilongjian Social Sciences Institute proposed on a number occasions to research the Jewish history and cultural legacy, of the Jews of Harbin and to develop them as resources in our province’s social and economical development and in particular to “Open the Harbin Jews’ cemeteries to the public.”, as a sign of the Institute's vision. It was considered that, as a part of their journey to Harbin, any descendent of the Harbin Jews would visit the cemetery in search of their relatives.
  The Huang Mountain Public Cemetery had turned into a focal point for Jews from all over the world. For this reason, we, at the end of 2000, established the Jewish cemetery website on the Internet with photos of every Jewish tombstone and the data of the internment to assist relatives in their search. (The website is http://www.hrbjewcemery.com). 
We numbered the tombstones, and invited professors of the foreign language institute to check the inscriptions on the tombstones and displayed them on the Internet in Chinese, English and Russian. 
In this way, any descendants of the Jews who wanted to look for the tombs of their relatives can visit our website. Setting up website for the Jews not only for their convenience, the more important is to show the internationalism. For setting up the website, Huang Mountain Public Cemetery invested a lot of money and made great efforts in the design of the website, the operation and the maintenance of it. 3 years since the website set up, many descendants of the Jews of Harbin scattering in different parts of the world had paid extensive attention on the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery by the propagation of the Internet. Until now, we have received 30 delegations, more than 300 Jews.

   Israeli Chinese ambassador, Minister Counselor Mr Amram Olmert found his grandfather Mr. Josef Amram Olmert and three other relatives’ tombstones through the Internet. Jan. 17, 2001, Mr. Olmert arrived at Harbin after a long journey. As soon as taking off the plane, he went directly to the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery, remembering his grandfather and relatives. The Administrative Department of the Public Cemetery prepared flowers for him, and this moved Mr. Amam Olmert very much. His younger brother is the Israeli vice premier Ehud Olmert. Some of his relatives are Israel’s celebrities. Upon his leaving, he wrote a few words of commemoration for the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery: “Today I visited my grandfather Mr. Josef Olmert’s tomb and I am very excited. My family had historical relations with Harbin. I’m very grateful for all the efforts that Harbin government made for preserving this public cemetery. I will tell my younger brother and the “Harbin People Association” in Israel my impression on the cemetery. 

I’m the minister counselor of the Israel Chinese ambassador in charge of agriculture and technology.” His younger brother Israeli vice premier Ehud Olmert offered sacrifices to his ancestors on June 25 of this year. When the memorial ceremony ended, he said: “the root of my family was in China. China is the birth place of my parents. The gratitude that I had for China was rooted in my heart. Later, he wrote a few words of commemoration for the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery cordially.

    Besides the website, we collected many data and set up a whole set of archives. There is a long list of visitors, and those are relatively influential include: The president of the Israel—China Friendship Association, Mr. Teddy Kaufman；Vice president Yossi Klen；mayor of the Israeli Giv’atayim city，Mr. Efi Stenzler vice mayor Ychael Wasserman; the first term of director of Australian Jews’ Museum, Mr. Aran Yagobus professor of Australian Science and Engineering University Andrew Jakubovich Australian descendants of Jews, a close friend of Mara Moustafine, etc. They all found relatives in the cemetery.
   April 5, 2001, reporter of Xinhua News Agency, wrote a special interview of Germany, At the Tomb-sweeping Day, the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery Presented a Bunch of Flowers for every Tombstone in Jewish Cemetery. After the report presented on the Internet, the Jews lived around the world, including those once lived in China contacted with the Xinhua News Agency in succession, giving high compliment to Huang Mountain Public Cemetery’s internationalism. 

III.  The Public Cemetery, a Product of Chinese and Western Culture

   The Jews’ Cemetery in Harbin is an important part of the history and culture of the Jews of Harbin. The guideline of the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery is to develop the culture of the public cemetery, and go the way of connotative development. In recent years, often there were some foreign economic trade delegations visited the Jews’ Cemetery area, for example:

    July, 2001, Israeli China ambassador Itzhak Shelef，Minister Counselor Mr Olmert headed two economic & trade delegations, 15 persons, by the companion of the governor assistant of the provincial government Fu Xiaoguang, vice director of the City Development Zone FengYaodong and staff of the Foreign Affairs Office, visited the Jews’ cemetery. Huang Mountain Public Cemetery prepared followers and memorial gifts for the guests. The director of the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery gave them the Internet disks of the Jews cemetery and brochures as gifts. Ambassador Shelef and Counselor Amram Olmert were very pleased.

    Another example: the visit of Israeli vice premier to Harbin, although of personal, will bring opportunities for possible import of advanced technology. Scholar of Provincial Social Science Institute Zhang Tiejiang said that: “Israel was in lead in the world in the farming and animal husbandry technology. We can learn a lot from Israel in dry farming, vegetable and  flower farming, and the urbanized rural system.

Vice premier Ehud Olmert also expressed that: Israel will promote its cooperation with Heilongjiang province----my visit has much to do with the city’s history and my sentiment I promise that we will take Heilongjiang as Isaeli’s important partner in cooperation and communication. We would like to share the advanced technologies with Heilongjiang, such as in science, telecommunication, water and energy conservation, etc.” We can see that although the two countries are far from each other, but the tie of “Jews’ cemetery” made the affections of the people of the two countries near, because the two have favorable impression to each other. The functions of the folk friendship can not be underestimated.

The functions of the Jews’ cemetery of Harbin are stronger and stronger in the international communication. However, how to make use of these advantages to elevate the celebrity rating of Harbin and the affect of the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery? We recognize clear that, we should assimilate the quintessence of both Chinese and western culture, develop and protect these relics, draft the enterprise’s trademark strategy, create public cemetery trademark that combine Chinese and Western Culture, expand propagation, elevate the celebrity rating of the enterprise, and get economic reciprocation. For these, the tactful orientation for the development of the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery is that “Take the culture of Israel and China as main body, carry out unconventional or unorthodox strategy”.

The thought that seek for difference is to make full use the points where the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery is different from other cemeteries, strive for competitive superiority. The peculiarity of Huang Mountain Public Cemetery is that it is the first public cemetery in China that the foreign alien residents’ cemeteries mixed with Chinese people’s cemeteries. Other cities don’t have such situation. 

In the garden of the Huang Mountain Public Cemetery, there are two blocks of cemeteries of the alien residents, one is Jews’ cemetery (Israel), the other is Orthodox Eastern Church’s cemetery (Russia). In the place adjoined to the Jews’ cemetery, Israeli fashion gate, gallery, European fencing are built, garden workers are hired to grow lawn, and colorful sidewalk were paved in the cemetery area. In the design of the tomb, melting Chinese and Western culture, the style is noble and elegant, linking with the Israeli arts gallery. Besides, tombstones of different styles towered in the garden of the cemetery, forming an exotic atmosphere and becoming an independent landscape. Because of the good environment of the cemetery area and the special design of the tombs, the people who come to buy tombs all have a good impression on this place, so the tombs of the cemetery sell well.

The trademark is the intangible property of an enterprise, have very strong ability of creating market, driving the sales. This Jews’ cemetery (a cemetery area that combines Chinese and Western culture) has become a scenic spots for sightseeing and traveling. It not only attracts many foreign friends coming to visit, but domestic friends of the same profession and traveling teams also come here frequently.

To summarize, we can see the profound and far-reaching significance of “open the Harbin Jews’ cemetery to the public” and strengthening of the management and construction of the cemetery. It is beneficial for the economic and trade cooperation and cultural communication between China and the Jews all over the world. It not only makes the Jews all over the world become close, but will surly promote the full development of economic and social affairs of Heilongjiang and Harbin.   
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