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At the end of the 19th century, with the construction of Chinese Eastern Railway, many foreigners poured into Northeast China, especially the area of Harbin, directly increased its economy, population and the city scale of Harbin, and played a very important role in the process of transforming Harbin into a modern city.  It not only made Harbin become an economic center of Northeast China, but also developed Harbin into a famous eastern international trade city, by the reputation as “ The Small Paris of the East". In the non-native population, the biggest nationality was Russian, called in Harbin as Russian emigrants. Within the population of Russian emigrants, Russian Jews held a certain proportion, according to statistics in 1925 in a book by Russian author Autrelejin “Harbin ——Fujiadian: general discourse upon economy and statistics”, 1922——1923 the population of Russian emigrants was 56369. There were 5738 Russian Jews among them, 10.17% of the total, and the biggest nationality besides the Russian population. At the same time, there were Polish Jews, French Jews and Jews of other nationalities. Jews’ pouring into Harbin brought a profound influence to the economy, culture, city structure, religion and so on, and played an active role in the process of Harbin becoming a special city with rich exotic characteristics. Certainly, under the historical background at that time, we have to admit that there was a rich Russian cultural color in the process of Harbin’s turning into a modern international metropolis, and it went with colonial aggression, military conquest, economic plundering and cultural infiltration. This article tries to discuss the influence and historical effect of Harbin Jews to the economy and culture of Harbin under such a big background.

Firstly, there were two main periods of Jewish immigration into Harbin

   1st, At the end of the 19th century and early 20 th. century after Russo-Japanese War. In this period, with the construction of Chinese Eastern Railway, large numbers of Jews poured in Harbin, engaged in professions relative to construction of Railway. Like the Jew Grigori Samsonovich, he came to Harbin in 1898 representing a commercial representation of a commissary of Chinese Eastern Railway. There were also many skilled mechanics, dealers, timber businessman, handicraftsman, small traders and peddlers, they all survived and developed around this Railway. In 1904 the Russo-Japanese War broke out, the Russians were defeated, and many Jewish soldiers in the Russian army fled, and sought a new life in Harbin. In this period, Harbin's industry and commerce rapidly developed, the population sharply increased, and Jews with financial strength and business sense came to Harbin, where the development space was great, and the policy comparatively free. They largely immigrated and invested unceasingly. According to relative statistics, by 1906 the population of Harbin Jews numbered more than 3000.①

   2nd; The period of World War I. Since World War I started, large numbers of Russian Jewish young men of the right age fled into northeast China to escape from conscription in Russia. More importantly, “the October Revolution” broke out in Russia during this period, Russian Jews came under an unprecedented witch hunt, some rich Jews began to seek new investment outlets, with massive capitals
many of them came to Harbin to carry out their new investments. By 1918 when World War I ended, according to statistics population of Harbin Jews amounted to 7500. ②There were Jews in every walk of life, such as entrepreneur, banker, engineer, musician, officer, soldier, personnel, and so on. Modern Harbin was hardly developed from constant war destruction and uninterrupted reconstruction,. Wars brought destruction to the city, at the same time provided conditions to its reconstruction and new development. In this period, Harbin's industry and commerce rapidly developed, the population sharply increased,  many Jews were pouring into Harbin again, and by 1920 the Jewish population of Harbin amounted to 20000. ③It was a very significant time, Harbin which was gradually transforming into an international metropolis, and it was obvious that the effect and influence of the Jews could not be over looked.
     Secondly, the influence and historical effect of Jews to Harbins economy

   Jewish unique viability, business sense and commercial wisdom displayed vividly in Harbin, their unique management ideas and advanced management means provided special strength for Harbin to become an international metropolis. In the 1920s, Harbin Jews, approximately 0.02% of Harbin population, set up many economic organs, and became leaders in every walk of life, forming a remarkable economic group.

Table of main economic organs set up by Jews in Harbin
	Foundation time
	Name of foundation department
	Founder-member
	Remark

	1901
	The north Manchuria special local product output mutual aid group
	Mijenlov·Zimmerman
	

	1902
	Harbin commercial club initiator meeting
	
	

	1902
	Harbin Russian bank
	
	

	1903
	Orient Flour Mill
	G.B. Drizin and Badushensky
	In 1915 delivered to Chinese, changed to Shuanghesheng Electric Mill.

	1904
	Lopato Brother’s Tobacco Company
	Iieo·Alowic·Laobado Abola·Alowic·Laobado
	Tobacco-making workshop

	1906
	Harbin exchange committee
	
	Jew initiated and acted as speaker

	1909
	Huaying Orient Trade Company
	P·M·Kabalkin
	

	1913
	Moderne Hotel 
	Josef·Kapus
	

	1914
	Huaying Oil mill
	P·M·Kabalkin
	

	1915
	The Chamber of Commerce of Eskin Brothers.
	
	

	1917
	The French International Bank
	
	

	1919
	Geneva Watchmaker and Jewelry’s
	
	Mainly in jewelry transaction 

	1921
	Far east Jew bank
	
	Local Jewish magnates set up, its goal was financing for Jewish businessman 

	1923
	Far east bank
	Belazic
	

	1924
	Soviet Union state-operated merchant fleet in Harbin 
	Led by Slabaku,Sigiselkov
	

	1926
	Harbin harmony bank
	Bulokano·Sviet
	Located in Pristan District China no.9 street(today Jingwei no.9 in Daoli district)

	1927
	Harbin American Credit Bank
	S.M. Kuliger, M.U. Osibov
	

	
	Far east commercial bank
	I·H·Soskin
	

	
	Vi·Parken Import-export company
	
	

	
	Skidelski forest company
	
	Chinese eastern railway main lumber provider

	1930
	Pulogleski knit goods mill
	Kulas
	

	1930
	Galanjia knit goods mill
	P·S·Gulasman
	

	1933
	Harbin Jewish hospital
	
	Located in Dongshang street(now west no.5 street)

	1940
	Joint bank
	Blocanosvato,Napulov,Veinstan
	Mainly provides  fund for furriers


Above table represents only a small part of the economic organs which Harbin Jews set up, from it we can see, that they were active in many professions, such as banking, industry and commerce, import-export trade, freight, lumber, flour industry, pharmaceutical industry and many other professions. Drizin and Badushensky flourmill, Bunner and Mindanovic flourmill, Skidelskl flourmill were the leading power in Harbin flour industry. This also promoted the Chinese national industry development in some degree, especially during the period of World War I, The processing industry, mainly in flour making, developed rapidly, by 1921 the number of Harbin flourmills increased from 12 to 22. ④In the business of lumber, the Skidelski Company was the most influential, it owned forests of 6485 sq.km and became the main lumber supplier to the Chinese Eastern Railway. ⑤Besides the banks listed in the table, there were J·Epstnije·Pokwaters import-export foreign bank, Jewish Russo-Chinese bank, Foya bank and German Kongtu bank, these banks better absorbed disengaged society capital,  gave guarantees to give back the money to the market and trading, indirectly speeded merchandise circulation and developed trade. Jews also actively took part in the Harbin stock exchange, Jewish capital played an important role in the developing process of Harbin’s city development. ⑥Harbin Jews also took important participation in the pharmacy business, besides the Harbin Jewish hospital, Jews set up the Moscow Pharmacy, No.1 District Pharmacy, Guangji Pharmacy and so on. 
From beginning of 20th century up to the 1920s, Jews were engaged in broad commercial activities, forming vast developments in every field of business in Harbin, and that period came to be known as the economic "golden age" of Harbin. In the 1910s and 1920s, Harbin gradually developed into international metropolis. While at that time there were certain preconditions of Harbin developing into international metropolis, they were: The boom of the local economy and its central status, massive increase of urban population, city construction, cultural construction, leading level of material facilities construction, and so on. While in the early 20th century, economic activities the Harbin Jews engaged in, such as setting up banks,  industries, trade companies, and factories, greatly promoted economic development of Harbin, and during the process of transforming Harbin into an international metropolis created and supplemented these conditions. 
In the 1930s and 1940s, namely after the Event of September 18, the Japanese wantonly invaded northeast China, carried on crucial crackdown and colony infiltration to northeast China in politics, economy and culture, thus the Japanese economy dominated Harbin and its suburbs, in the field of freight, import-export trade, and industry the Japanese held absolute domination and carried on a anti-Jewish policy. This brought great slow down to business and trade the Harbin Jews engaged in, and caused Jewish economic domination to vanish, their economic strength gradually decreased, since then they lost competition capability in the land of Harbin. After Liberation of China, most Jews left Harbin. We cannot deny, that Jewish immigration in Harbin was for their own survival and development, but at the same time it also boosted Harbins economic development, and their contributions can’t be erased.

Thirdly, influence and historical effect the Jewish people made to Harbin culture.

Jewish culture is one of a kind of a typical national culture, the difference with the cultures of other nationalities lies in that it’s also a kind of " cosmopolitan material culture". Its worldwide cultural intercourse , opening cultural content and common cultural influence ensure the spread of Jewish culture, and enrich connotation of the Jewish culture. ⑦
The mass Jewish immigration to Harbin brought with it the Jewish culture which not in a small way influenced the traditional Chinese culture or the Harbin culture. Harbin Jews contributed greatly to the popularization and the setting up of edbiz.
Table of Jewish schools set up by Jews in Harbin

	Foundation time
	Name of school
	Remark

	1906
	Co-ed Commercial School of Harbin
	Jews participated in  founding and teaching

	1907
	Harbin Jewish school
	Also named Harbin private Jewish superior school, located in Pristan district Ma street no.53 (now Dongfeng street in Daoli district).

	1909
	Jewish school for emigrants
	Also named Harbin private national school, located in Pristan district Ma street no.53 (now Dongfeng street in Daoli district).

	1918
	Harbin Jewish high school
	Also named Harbin No.1 social high school, located in Artilleriskaya street in Pristan district(now Tongjiang street in Daoli district).

	1920
	Harbin No.1 music school
	Jew V.L.Geshgerina participated in foundation, and as headmaster. 

	1920
	Harbin University of Legal and Political Sciences
	Jews participated in  foundation, teachers and students were mainly Jews..

	1921
	NO.1Commerce High School of Harbin
	Jew N.V.Wustrijalov was headmaster.

	1921
	“Talmud” divinity school
	Jewish industrialist Skidelski invested in it,  set up Jewish courses.


These schools were set up with western ideas, and most schools also took in many local Chinese pupils. With time, the effect of these schools gradually increased, the number of Chinese pupils increased too. In these schools there were no Chinese traditional courses, mostly publicizing western democracy and Darwinism, compared with the Chinese schools at that time, they were very  progressive in idea and education.

Jews originated many newspapers and publications, although they were mainly publicizing Zionism and its movements as media, such as “Jewish word” and “National renaissance”; but they also contained a sizable part of reports on international events, including reports and comments on some significant events that happened in Harbin and its suburbs, moreover, they introduced economic status, cultural life and many other aspects of Harbin and even northeast China, such as a newspaper - “Chala”. This objectively made Harbinese newspaper know more about world situation and its changes, and provided the Harbinese with experiences and effected the development of the Harbin press industry. The publicizing of democracy and science promoted idea enlightening to modern Harbin, indirectly promoted democracy that spread in Harbin and even northeast China. Newspapers and publications originated by the Jews also publicized communism, such as “News of life” which had much social effect, it was banned for publishing “words leaning to Soviet Union, and believing in communism” ⑧in June 1926. There were many Russian newspapers and publications, such as “Jewish word” and “News of life”, which showed new cultural factors due to historical conditions of Harbin at that time, it was also a miniature of Russian cultural infiltration and colony aggression.
Table of cultural entertainment theaters originated by Harbin Jews

	Foundation time
	Name
	Remark

	1905
	Harbin Horse Racing Court
	Kuleshov originated, in spring and autumn there were racings.

	1906
	Jikstan Movie Theatre
	One of the founder-members B·M·Geralaclov is Jewish.

	1911
	Chinese Eastern Railway Club 
	Renowned Jew E·A·Major's  symphony orchestra once performed here.

	
	Danilov Theatre
	Located in the crossing of Artilleriskaya street and Aptekarskaya street in Pristan district(now Tongjiang and Chinese Medicine Street). 

	1912
	Harbin Jewish National Library
	Later name changed Zionism library, in 1933 merged with Emardague library, name changed to Jewish public library.

	
	Harbin commerce club
	Located in scientific palace in Harbin Shangyou street, was one of the main activity places of Harbin Jews for social and cultural activities.

	1913
	Moderne Movie Theatre
	The owner is a Jew I·A·Caspe.

	1918
	Harbin Siberia Jewish culture  and future alliance library
	In 1922 merged with Chinese eastern railway staff federation library

	1929
	"Beta" youth organization was established.
	It’s the first boxing team in Harbin.

	1931
	American Movie Theatre
	

	
	Maccabees
	Harbin Jewish sports organization


Establishment of libraries, enhanced the city’s overall cultural atmosphere in a certain degree. Some main cultural activities, such as horse racing at the Harbin Horse Racing Court, films and operas at Moderne Movie Theatre and American Movie Theatre enriched after hours cultural life of Harbin citizens, and made Harbin closely follow the pace of an international metropolis on culture. There were three languages⑨: Chinese, Japanese and Russian printing on Harbin movie posters in the 1930s, which showed actual condition and audience group of Harbin at that time. Many musicians’ performances took place in the Harbin commerce club, including art, dance and violin solos, especially the symphony orchestra, which was comprised mainly of Jews, was very famous. Some famous Art schools, “Meyerlovich Building.Lotus Art School” originated by Jewish painter M.A.Kitchkin, trained many talented artists, and they performed in Harbin and abroad. This greatly increased the influence of Harbin in international affairs. Some Jewish musicians were hired to work in music schools after Liberation of China, they also set up their own music school, troupe, musical instrument store, and held concerts. They made great contributions to the spread and development of western music in Harbin, and trained many musical talents of Harbin. To some degree, western life style and leisure style were absorbed into Harbin society, and gradually made Harbin the culture center of modern Eastern Asia Jews.

In addition, Jews also set up many Jewish communities, and actively originated charities, such as Jewish temporary religious institute  in 1903, Jewish womans charity  in 1906, Jewish  almsgiving meeting for the disabled  and elderly in 1921, and so on , all the above brought profound influence to development and progress of Harbin. 

In summary, in the first half of 20th century the Jews of Harbin made an indelible contribution to the economic development, cultural progress, and city construction of Harbin, and this history becomes the spiritual link of peaceful coexistence and friendly intercourse between these two great nations.  Just like what Israeli Vice-Premier Ehud Olmert said when he visited China in June 2004, “My feelings toward the Chinese people are deeply  rooted in my heart,  my grandparents, parents all lived once in Harbin”.  This is also the historical witness of friendly intercourse between Sino-Israeli relations, and directly affects economic and cultural friendly relations and cooperation of people of these two nations. 

Remark
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