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As Kaifeng Jewish Community at the bank of Huanghe River was assimilated after 1840, new Jewish immigrants came to China. We considered the year 1840 a start, because it was in that year that British Empire opened the door of Qing Dynasty with firearms so as to make it possible for foreigners including Jews to enter China. Ever since then in the following century, there was a continuous flow of Jewish immigrants to China, including three main parts: First, in 1840s the Sephardic Jews from Middle East which attached to Britain and those from South and Southeast Asia came to do business in China; The second trend of immigrants was in the last decade of the 19th century. The Russian Jews came to China to make a living in order to avoid anti-Semitism, revolution and the civil war. The third trend was those Jewish refugees from Europe who tried to escape from the Nazi power during 1933 – 1941. After the three Jewish emigration tides, they formed Jewish communities in HongKong, Shanghai, Harbin and Tianjin, along with Jewish gathering places in Manzhouli, Hailar, Qiqihar, Shenyang, Dalian and Qingdao. In addition, a large group of Jewish professionals scattered in Beijing and many other big cities.  According to my incomplete statistics, there are about 40-50 thousand Jews in China around 1940, 50% of them were Jewish refugees from Europe while another 50% were Russian Jews. Though Sephardic Jews were rather rich, altogether there were only about 1000 of them.

   This essay is mainly about the investigation to the migration of Russian Jews to China and the formation of Jewish Communities in Harbin, Tianjin and Shanghai. Russian Jews came to China not mainly for trade, but rather because of rising anti-Semitism in Russia and Eastern Europe from the 1880s onward. This wave led to the migration of millions of Russian Jews to North America, and tens of thousands also crossed Siberia, reaching northeast China, Inner Mongolia, and further to the southern parts of China, to Tianjin, Qingdao, Shanghai and other places. During this period, the construction of Chinese Eastern Railway, the expansion of Russian power in China, the Russia-Japan War, and the two Russian revolutions n 1905 and 1917 all propelled the migration of Russian Jews to China, Inner Mongolia and the southern parts. Among the incoming of the Russian Jews, three Jewish communities were formed in Harbin, Tianjin and Shanghai.

  Jews from Russia at early times: The Formation of Jewish communities in Harbin and Tianjin

As early as 1880s, some Russian Jews came to China to escape the anti-Semitism; however, emigration of Russian Jews took place on a large scale after the construction of Chinese Eastern Railway. In 1896, <Bilateral Aiding Treaty against enemy> (<Sino-Russian Secret Agreement> namely), <Bank Contract> and <Cooperative Contract and Constitution of Chinese Eastern Railway Company> were signed between China and Russia, which regulated that China should allow Russia to build a railway from Siberia to Vladivostok via Heilongjiang Province and Jilin Province of China and to give permission to Sino-Russian Huasheng Bank to set up Chinese Eastern Railway Company. In 1898, Russia forced Qing Government to sign <Lvshun and Dalian Land Lease Treaty> so as to occupy Lvshun Harbor. What’s more, Russia invaded and occupied three provinces of northeast China with the invasion of eight-power allied forces in 1900. During the course of a series of development, the power of Russia was enhanced greatly in the three provinces of northeast China and Inner Mongolia. More Russian officials, soldiers, technicians and managing personnel came to the three provinces of northeast China day after day. In order to encourage more Russians to migrate to northeast China, Russian Government had tried to make it believable that Manchuria was a nice paradise, those who were willing to migrate to the “paradise” would be entitled to free religious belief, absolute business right and free entering school. Many Russian Jews moved there and lived in Harbin, Manzhouli, Hailar, Qiqihar, Dalian and other places to get rid of the restriction and persecution from Russian government in order to get freedom. They were engaged in the work of Chinese Eastern Railway, Lvshun Military Harbor, or started business and industry of their own. Some of them moved on to the south to seek chances and arrived in Tianjin, Shanghai and even Hong Kong.

Owing to excellent geographic location, Harbin was selected as joining point of Chinese Eastern Railway and managing center of Chinese Eastern Railway Company at the start of construction. In this way, plenty of Russian employees (including lots of Russian Jews) and Chinese workers gathered in Harbin, enabled Harbin to be a big city from a small fishery village. Till 1903, Russian Jews in Harbin reached 500. They built Harbin Jewish Association, which was renamed Jewish Religious Synagogue later. In the same year, the first Jewish church, Synagogue, was set up in Paodui Street (Tongjiang Street nowadays), Daoli District, Levin became the first professional Rabbi of the church and in Harbin Jewish Community. It indicated the formation of Harbin Jewish Community. As the third Jewish community in Neo-China following Hong Kong and Shanghai, Harbin Jewish Community was different from those Sephardic Jews in other cities. It was the first one which regarded Russian Jews as priority. Apart from Harbin, Jews scatted in other places of northeast China and Inner Mongolia had not built up steady communities yet.

War between Japan and Russia broke out in 1904. Both of the countries went all out in disputing land of northeast China. In the next year, the war was concluded with the defeat of Russia, which deepened the social crisis of Russia and impelled the revolution in 1905. The government further instigated anti-Semitic movement to transfer the conflict. Anti-Semitists forged <Xi’an Discussion Record> and pushed the anti-Semitic campaign to upsurge. Thousands of Jews were killed in the anti-Semitic atrocity in hundreds of cities. Meanwhile, Russian Government restricted inhabitancy of Jews more and more strictly and forced Jews to join the army after the start of World War Ⅰ. As a result, more and more Jews escaped from Russia to China. When Russian soldiers returned back to their country after Russian-Japanese War, Russian prisoners of war were also sent back by Japan. However, many Jewish soldiers were not willing to get back to Russia and preferred staying in northeast China. Part of them left for Shanghai and Tianjin. Jews got increased in number in the three provinces of northeast China, Inner Mongolia, northern China, and Hong Kong.

People had different opinions towards the increase of Jewish inhabitants before 1917. According to the maximum number of statistics, Jews in Harbin had reached as many as 8000 while the lowest number showed that there were about 1500 Jews in Harbin in 1910. Although the lowest number, Jews in Harbin had been doubled from 1903 to 1910. Jews in Harbin reached 6000 in number in 1916 according to general estimation, most of who had come from Russia. During the days, Jews increased in number in the north of Manchuria, north of Inner Mongolia, Qiqihar, Manzhouli and Hailar correspondingly. They also opened Jewish praying places in Hailar and Manzhouli in 1910 and 1912 respectively.

Things were not all the same in the north of Manhuria. The amount of Russian Jews got larger in Fengtian (Shenyang) and Dalian than that in the Russian-Japanese War but dropped after the war owing to the control of Japanese authorities. In the north of China, some Jews of different nationalities appeared in Beijing, served as diplomats and professors. Jews in Qingdao were mainly German and Russians from northeast China. In spite of the existence of Jews in such cities, they couldn’t be regarded as real communities, except in Tianjin. Jews had increased rapidly in number since the setting of Leased boundary of Russia. In 1904, Jews built burial grounds in Tianjin. In 1905, Ghillie Svich Rabbi set up a Jewish Religious Church by renting a house for religious activities. In 1911, Hebrew Association of Tianjin and Charity Association were founded to raise money for the Jews in poverty. At the time, Jews in Tianjin were estimated to reach 100 without exactly accurate statistics. Jewish Councils, Jewish churches as well as self-salvation organizations presented themselves which indicated founding of Tianjin Jewish Community. Meanwhile, more and more Russian Jews settled down in Hong Kong and Shanghai, forming the main part of Sephardic Jews.

Upsurge of Russian Jews emigration to China: The prosperity and decline of Jewish Communities in Harbin, Tianjin, and other Assembling places of Russian Jews 

The October Revolution broke out in Russia in 1917. While the civil war was getting fierce, Refugees of Russian Jews came into northeast of China and settled down in Harbin, Shenyang, Dalian and small towns along Chinese Eastern Railway. Jews was increasing sharply in number in Harbin. Harbin Jews amounted to 12000－13000 in 1920. Apart from that, Jews floundered to Northern America and Western Europe via Harbin arrived at 10 thousand. Part of them moved on to the south and settled down in Tianjin and Shanghai. At the same time, many white Russian Jews went straight to Tianjin and Shanghai by sea. In 1931, Japan occupied northeast China and set up Manchuria later, giving a violent strike to Jewish economy. Even more Russian Jews left Harbin for Tianjin and Shanghai in the south for being lack of political security.

Harbin Jewish Community was further developed during 1917- 1931. In 1919, Community Council came into being as leading body through democratic election in Harbin Jewish Community, which took charge of the guidance and transaction of Jews. It showed the height of power and splendor of Harbin Jewish Community. In 1920s, they also opened up many cultural, educational, healthy and welfare organizations, such as hospitals, schools, libraries, theaters, rest-homes, charities, free dining halls, burial grounds, etc. They even published newspapers and magazines of their own. Furthermore, Jews got improved in the development of economy. They not only created factories, firms, hotels, shops and banks, but also took an active part in investment of Harbin Stock Exchange and devoted themselves into full play. Since 1924, Kabalkin, a Jewish businessman had been holding the post of board of directors of the stock exchange for a long time. The second Jewish church was built in Xiewen Street, Daoli District larger than the first one. Rabbi Aron Moshe Kiseleff from Russia held a post in Harbin in 1913 and served as the first Rabbi of Harbin Jewish Community afterwards. As one of the chief leaders of Harbin Jewish Community, Abraham Kaufman moved to Harbin from Russia in 1912 and was elected to be chairman in 1919, he didn’t leave the job until 1945.

However, since the end of 1920s, Harbin Jewish Community had got decayed due to series of external strike in both social and economic life. Firstly, the dispute for the authority over Chinese Eastern Railway and Sino-Russian conflict thereout had great influence on the economic development of Jewish Community. Secondly, Jewish economy was seriously hurt in Harbin by world economic crisis. In particular, some Jewish fur and leather firms that were engaged in international trade suffered from greater loss, because their export destination was America. Finally, Jewish Community met with heavy economic strike owing to the Japanese invasion in northeast China in 1931 along with the establishment of Manchuria in 1932. No matter warlord govern or the Civil Government after 1928 had put up loss management over northeast China, however, the comparative independence and free trade environment formed one of the external circumstances of importance for the development of Harbin Jewish Community.

Jewish shopkeepers lost their business with the railway stuff along with the fact that thousands of Russians left railway zone and even left Harbin after Japan occupied Chinese Easter Railway. At the same time, many Jewish trading companies and shops had difficulty in surviving any further due to the economic suppressing policy of Japan that clamped down on economics of Harbin. Large quantities of Jewish businessmen had to move south to Shanghai, Tianjin, Qingdao and other places. What’s more, after the establishment of Manchuria, anti-Semitic campaigns held by white Russian fascists under the support of Japanese police worsened the living environment of Jews and compelled them out of the city.

Tianjin Jewish Community expanded rapidly after Russian Revolution in 1917 and reached one thousand in 1920s. It got further scaled up because Harbin Jews moved to the south during after Japan invaded in the three provinces of northeast China in 1931. However, People had different opinions towards the increase of Jewish inhabitant in Tianjin. According to the tiptop number from statistics, Jews in Tianjin had reached as many as 3500 while the lowest number showed that there were about 1500－1700 Jews in Tianjin in 1935. Some scholars also thought Tianjin Jews had never exceeded 2500 in total amount. Tianjin Jews were not as rich as those of Shanghai and Hong Kong but they were very successful in fur and leather business. They bought materials in northeast and northwest China, processed and manufactured in Tianjin, sold the products to European and American markets, and gained a lot at last. After the world economic crisis in 1929, they moved their business to other items by the reason of declined fur and leather export. As one of the chief leaders of Tianjin Jewish Community, Lev Gershevich was also a famous merchant, who were appointed to be director of charity associations for a long time.

Apart from the burial grounds and temporary churches mentioned above, Tianjin Jewish Community also established their own institutions, such as hospital, club, school, resthome, library, etc. In 1939, a grand Jewish church was built to replace the old one, charged by Levin Rabbi. The famous Tientsin Jewish School, which was opened in 1925, providing Jewish youth with schooling chances not only for Tianjin, but for other places of northern China as well. All course were taught in English in the school. All kinds of fundamental lessons including Jewish culture and history, social science and natural science were set with high teaching quality. Most of the graduates could enter European and American universities for further study. Initiated in 1928,Jewish Club was cultural center of Tianjin Jewish Community, possessed of various of cultural, recreational and sports establishments, such as library, theater, dinning room, chess room, and so forth.

Jewish merchants in Hailar and Manzhouli were mainly dealing in business of fur and leather, lumber, sausage covering and transportation. Jews increased in number in the two cities after the Russian revolution in 1917 and decreased after 1931. According to the investigation in 1940 in Japan, there were 130 Jews in Hailar and Manzhouli at the times. It was reported that both of the two cities had Jewish churches then, estimated to be developed on basis of praying place at early times. Jews in Hailar also established Jewish Religious Association, consisting of Department of Religions, Department of Culture and Education as well as Department of Charity. Similar organizations could be found in Manzhouli, which were named Jewish Colony Chamber (established in 1926). Mentioned in the documents of Manchuria, there were Jewish schools in Manchuria and Hailar, the one in Manchuria was made up of 80 pupils and 5 teachers in 1934. However, the two schools referred to in the article were possible to be a same one in some scholars’ opinion.

Russian Jews began to live in Qiqihar early in the century and increased in quantity in 1917. They opened up praying place in 1918 but decreased in number after Japan invaded in northeast China in 1931. According to the statistic in Japan, Jews in Qiqihar totaled 50 in 1940.

The main Jews in Dalian at early time were Jewish soldiers in Russian army, including Joseph Trumpeldor, who became national hero of Jews afterwards. After the Russian army returned their country after war, some Jewish soldiers remained together with their relatives. People might find graveyards of Russian soldiers in Lvshun. Ever since then, Russian Jews came to Dalian continuously and rapidly increased in number after 1917. Most of them settled down and started business, engaged in the business of fur and leather, western medicine, food, catering, hotel, transportation, chemical industry, etc. Some of the firms were running as branches or agents of large Jewish corporations of Europe and America, Shanghai, Hong Kong and Harbin.

Japanese invasion in northeast China did not influence Jews in Dalian too much in 1931 because Dalian had already under the control of Japanese power. On the contrary, Jews in Dalian got increased in number for some Jews had left Harbin for Dalian influenced by Kasper Affair. There were 259 Jews in Dalian according to the statistic in Japan. Jews in Dalian built their own clubs with praying room, library, affairs room, meeting hall, and so on. What was mentioning Dalian Jews hadn’t had formal churches and all religious ceremonies were held in the praying room of the club, that was the important reason why we did not call it ‘Community’. Dalian Jewish Community didn’t come into existence until 1937. It followed the style of the one in Harbin and was called Dalian Jewish Chamber, it was managed by E.L.Konile as Chairman and L.E Libillman as Secretary in general. Most of the Jews were from Russia except for several Sephardic Jews from middle Europe.

As we mentioned above, Russian Jews in Shenyang got decreased in number after the Russian-Japanese War. However, it got changed a little with some more immigrants. As similar as in Dalian, Jews in Shenyang did not get less after Japan invaded in northeast China. With some of the Jews departure, other more came down from north at the same time. According to the statistic in Japan, there were about 100 Jews in Shenyang in 1940. It was after 1937 when Shenyang Jewish Association held activities actively. They aided Jews in poverty, help them with employment, raised money for Palestine National Funds, donated for victims of flood in Tianjin, and raised funds for the wounded Japanese. In addition, they also set up a library, collecting 3850 volumes of books. This chamber was led by the Chairman A.Yanoavitch. Shenyang Jews hadn’t had a formal church that was why we did not call it ‘Community’.

Although Germany Jews settled down as the earliest immigrants, Qingdao was developed as groups of Russian Jews arrived after the Russian Revolution in 1917. According to the statistic by the end of 1939, Qingdao possessed of 220 Jewish inhabitants, including 173 without nationality (mainly Russian Jews). Qingdao Jewish Chamber had been established sine 1920s, including Jewish assembly hall, club, temporary church, Rabbi residence, etc. It was under the management of G.E Kopelman as Chairman and F.M.Verbinski as deputy Chairman. Jews in Qingdao dealt in business of ballroom, restaurant, bar, hairdressing salon, hospital and clinique, clothes shop, musical instrument shop, and so on, aiming at on-ship personnel and rich men in summer resort. Their business was quite prosperous for a time.

As mentioned above, Jews in Beijing mainly consisted of diplomats and scholars, such as Lev Karakhan, first Soviet Union ambassador to China; Rudolf Loewenthal, German professor of Yanjing University; Franz Weidenrich, director of Xiehe Hospital, Department of Dissection. According to statistics by Japan, there were 120 Jews in 1949 in Beijing. It was not an exact figure because some diplomats and scholars were not willing to throw daylight on their Jewish origin and they changed their inhabitancy frequently to meet the demand of work. Different from the Jews in other cities stated above, Beijing Jews did not gather to form their own organization, but were engaged in each occupation respectively. Without auditoria, they weren’t regarded as neither a community nor an assembly place.

To sum up, Jewish immigrants mainly developed in the Jewish Communities in Harbin and Tianjin, as well as some assembly places in Manzhouli, Hailaer, Qiqihaer, Shenyang, Dalian and Qingdao. Moreover, lots of Jews scattered in Beijing and other cities of China.

Russian Jews moved south to Shanghai: The formation and development of Russian Jewish Community in Shanghai

Since the end of  19th century,  Jews from Ashkenazi of Russia began to settle down in Shanghai. As mentioned in some material, Haimovich, who came to Shanghai in 1887, seemed to be the earliest Russian Jew in Shanghai. Then some firms established by Russian Jews set up branches or agents in Shanghai one after another. However, owing to the small number of Russian Jews in Shanghai before 1902, it was not necessary to build an independent Jewish church. All religious activities were held together with Sephardic Jews. Along with the increased people, Russian Jews established their own auditoria committee in 1902 and appointed H.Kmmerling as Chairman. Ohel Moishe Synagogue was built in a rented house in this way.
At the invitation of Boris Rabinnovich, a Russian Jew from Vladivostok to Shanghai before long, Rabbi Meir Ashkennazi came to Shanghai in 1925. Rabbi Meir Ashkennazi was born in Jerusalem in 1883, he was a religious expert belonging to the most lineal circle of Russian branches. After he arrived in Shanghai, he became one of the spiritual leaders of Russian Jews during the time when he held the post of Rabbi in Ohel Moshe Synagogue. He was getting more and more dignified among Jews in Shanghai. Later, he was not only respected by Russian and Polish Jews, even Sephardic Jews would like to consult with him when they barged up against religious and legal problems. Since he became the chief Rabbi in Shanghai in 1926, he held the post till 1949.

With the effort of Rabbi Meir Ashkennazi, Ohel Moshe Synagogue was moved to Ward Road (Changyang Road nowadays) in Hongkou in 1927. The newly built church set up special seats for women to pray on basis of Jewish laws. Russian Jews totaled 4000 after 1930s, too many to be held in the church any more. Upon that, Russian Jews had to plan and prepare a new one again. In Dec. 1937, Russian Jews bought a piece of land in French settlement of Shanghai and opened up church constructive committee in charge of the construction of the church. Plenty of Russian Jews collected money one after another to help the project. At the eve of Passover in 1941, the church came to completion at last, intitled to be New Synagogue which could hold 1000 people at the same time. It was also called Synagogue of Ladu Road owing to its position in No.102 Ladu Road (Southern Xiangyang Road nowadays).

As most Russian Jews in Shanghai were immigrants without nationality, they joined White Russian Emigrants Committee of Shanghai which was built in 1926 for Russian inhabitants without nationality in the beginning of their arrival in Shanghai. Russian Jewish Community in Shanghai "Ohel Moishe Synagogue was regarded as representative in the committee. However, It was hard for Russian Jews to safeguard legal interests and rights caused by strong anti-Semitism within Russian Inhabitants Committee. Thereby, Shanghai Ashkenazi Jewish Communal Association was established, SAJCA for short, as an independent organization of Russian Jews in Shanghai. 

The establishment of Shanghai Jewish Religious Synagogue aroused dispute within the White Russian organization in Shanghai. Leader of the White Russian organization not only rebuked for no reason that Shanghai Jewish Synagogue was under the control of Soviet Union, but denied the representative qualification of this synagogue as well. Therefore, Shanghai Jewish Religious Synagogue released an announcement so as to make a clear distinction with White Russian Organization and assumed no liability for it. In 1937, Shanghai Jewish Religious Synagogue was registered in Shanghai Industrial and Commercial Bureau in due form.

Committee and Secretaries Union were set up in Shanghai Jewish Religious Synagogue in charge of affairs in the aspects of religion, education, salvation, funeral, medical treatment, external liaison, etc, which held the posts concurrently to deal with supervision and guidance to the synagogue, Jewish Loaning Agent, Jewish Rest-home, Jewish Saint Burial Place, Jewish Almsgiving Center and other daily work. The synagogue gained trust and support among Russian Jews for good management and warm service. It got more and more influential with sharply increased participants. As time passes, it became the main body for Shanghai Jews to contact with the outside, instead of Shanghai Jewish Community Association which on behalf of Sephardic Jews sometimes.

A series of Zionism Organizations was established as a result of strong Zionism tendency among Russian Jews. After they arrived in Shanghai, Russian Jews joined activities held by Shanghai Zionism Association which had been initiated by Sephardic Jews on one hand, on the other hand, they tried hard energetically to create their own Zionism Organization. It was quite proud for Russian Jewish Community and even all Jewish Communities in Shanghai to set up Jewish Unit of Shanghai Volunteer Corps. Created in April 1853, Shanghai Universal Corps was also named Shanghai Volunteer Corps. At that time, aliens in Shanghai were afraid of the insurgence by the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom and the revolt of Knife Regiment in Shanghai. Therefore, consulates of different countries stationed in Shanghai aggregated aliens from all countries and formed this armed self-defence group so as to protect lives and belongs of the emigrants by holding an emergent meeting. 

In the beginning of the establishment, there were only 200 members in the corps. It was developed rapidly after being taken over by the council in 1870. Since the end of 20th century, members of Shanghai Volunteer Corps were kept as many as 2000 generally. In the summer of 1932, some of Russian Jews had a meeting somewhere in Jin’an Road (Western Nanjing Road nowadays) and made a decision at the meeting that a Jewish branch needed to be formulated in the corps. They submitted their request and got the permission from the chief of the corps. It was prescribed that the Jewish branch had to be set up as a small element of one of the existent branches of the corps. In this way, a small Jewish team was set up attached to H Branch under the direction of C.C.Todd.

Jewish unit was established formally on Sep.22, 1932. N.S.Jacobs, who had dealt with training of Boy Scout for many years was appointed to be second lieutenant in charge of the direction of Jewish unit. The other two officers in the unit were Sgt. R.B.Bitker and Sgt. M.Talan. They used to be serving in Russian army and fieldpiece army respectively with a great deal of experiences. The second Jewish unit came into existence two months later. R.B.Bitker was promoted as second lieutenant, responsible for the new unit. At the same moment, N.S.Jacobs was promoted to be lieutenant as well. It was time for the Jewish branch to be set up due to the upswinging ardor of the team members in both Jewish units.

On May 22, 1933, all non-Jewish members of H Branch were transferred to other branches, which made it a pure Jewish Branch consisting of whole-colored Jewish members remained. N.S.Jacobs got promoted to a higher status. The Jewish Branch made steady improvement in military training after establishment. Before long, M.Talan left Shanghai for Hong Kong while R.B.Bitker went to Palestine in Oct.1936. The fieldpiece branch was disbanded just at the moment. S.Godkin and W.Goldenberg were both moved to the Jewish Branch as officers. With the re-entry of  R.B.Bitker, the Jewish Branch was made up of 4 officers, including N.S.Jacobs as Captain, S.Godkin as Assistant Captain, W.Goldenberg and R.B.Bitker as Maniple leaders. Leaders of the corps praised highly for the Jewish Branch for their hard training and steady development.

Toms, Colonel of the corps had ever suggested that the motto of the Jewish Branch, “going ahead steadily and surely”, should be extended all over the corps. The Jewish Branch was awarded by the council for excellent behaviors in the two military translation of Shanghai Volunteer Corps in 1937 and 1938 respectively. In addition, the branch also gained “Dead Shot” Medal and Medal of “Jiadaoli Cup” as premium. In the beginning, most of the members in the uniforms with secondary planet signs were all Russian Jews, while Sephardic Jews joined British Branch instead. It was after 1940s few Sephardic Jews and Middle European Jews began to enter.

Shanghai Jewish Club was another influential body created by Russian Jewish Community. It was constructed after preparation in Jan. 1932, located in Ivory Road (Western Beijing Road nowadays ). A lot of famous Russian Jews presented themselves at the foundation ceremony, including Ashgenaki Rabbi, well know chess master-hand, Fin Rander, etc. In Aug. of the same year, the club came into existence in due form with only 75 members at the time. Till 1933, the club members had added up to 200. It was moved to a villa with gardens provided by a Jewish moneybags in Bijun Road (Fenyang Road nowadays) in April, 1947. Initiator, Director of the Jewish Club was one of the leaders of Russian Jewish Community, Broh, held the post as boss of Belle Co.,Ltd concurrently, dealing with the manufacture and distribution of woodwork. Levikin and Bitekole were engaged to be Assistant Directors. Cultural and Educational Committee was set up attached to the council of Jewish Club, managed by Brick as Director, Bitekole as Chief of the Financing Committee and Assistant Director concurrently. Vice Director was appointed to Kribanoff, boss of Siberian Leather Store; Levikin was appointed as Director of General Officers and Assistant Director concurrently. The club was under the supervision of Podoliscki as Director, Fishen by as honor cashier and Doctor Vincent as honor Secretary-general.

The Jewish Club became the center of Russian Jewish Community with different cultural and educational activities held frequently. In Nov. 1933, Literature Group of the club came into existence and held gatherings on every Thursday afterwards. They were named Thursday Gatherings due to the exact time. The Literature Group consisted of literature room, art room, music room, vocality room, dancing room, drama room, chess room, discussing different fields of arts respectively. The tenet of the group was to join all art fans together and provide assistance in each category. It attracted at least 60 members commonly.

Although the Literature Group was set under the supervision of Jewish Club, but it developed its activities in a quite independent way. Leader of the group was appointed to Brick, Director of Cultural and Educational Committee under the Jewish Club, while the vice-chief and cashier was appointed to Rabinnovich Labinovicky, Director of the Jewish Club. In the library of the club, most of the books were donated by Jewish organizations and individuals, thereinto, those in Hebrew and Yiddish were especially precious. Russian Jews covered a majority of members in Shanghai Jewish Club. Proceeded from different consideration, Sephardic Jews would not attend any activities of the club, but paid frequent visit to Shanghai British Club which was very rigorous in enrollment.

Furthermore, Russian Jews established their own rest-home, saint descendants society, loaning agent, saint burial ground, academy assisting center. The saint descendants society of Russian Jews was moved from Harbin
Jew also. Holy descendants society , Russian Jews came to move by Harbin, serial number one, than fill in law guide holy society early descendants of Jew. Let the technician's Russia still link the profit dose rice and serve as the holy borderland society secretary of Jew peacefully (N.A. Wilgelminin ) in Shanghai Power Company. Jew old people's home for establish Shanghai in 1916 wish predecessor uncle is it can relieve to come (Shanghai Hebrew Relief Society) and the collecting post (Shelter House ), and then change into an old people's home .
Shanghai wishes that the uncle relieves and is organized by and raised the fund mainly while beginning. A let wife of that neat Lapie of root played an important role in setting up the collecting post . Jew old people's home reach by card black forest and Taylor, Jew of Russian, promise is it assume office as president and thin to write to divide into. This institute resides at 50 elderly persons of no family permanently, and grant 120 lunches to nearby poor people every day.
Jew granted the loan and established in 1937, mainly offered the provisional loan for the thing that Russia is still the businessman . Whether Jew holy to bury society establish on 1922 , it fill in law holy to bury society build two cemeteries in Shanghai to guide Jew. Time opened the cemetery and cemetery on the Colombian way (today ) of way (today ), and handle the funeral matters for Jew in Shanghai commonly. Jew helped and learnt to be established in 1922, students of Russian Jew studying for being unable mainly offered the subsidy. To the thirties, Shanghai number , Jew of Russia , up to 5000 already , is it fill in law guide Jew of Great Britain to exceed far.
In general, most Russian Jew is penniless while reaching Shanghai for the first time, can only borrow money make some on a shoe string , through strive hard , become middle class of Shanghai gradually, among them a few people become multimillionaires even more, it is mostly businessmen and professional and technical personnels that its job is formed , there are many persons in cultural circles too. Russian Jew is different from paying attention to filling in the law and guiding Jew of Britain's identity, they do not regard Russia as one's own motherland , do not want to return to Russia either, but wish to reside for a long time in China. They make great efforts to adapt to the Chinese culture, with Chinese's friendly association. Some people of them learn to say Chinese, and even Shanghai native language, some persons and Chinese intermarry. Russia though as fill Jew in Shanghai, but the number of people is numerous, corporation's consciousness is strong, the circulation is strong, therefore become the most positive and active core force in Shanghai Jew gradually.
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