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THE DIANE AND GUILFORD GLAZER
INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES

NANJING UNIVERSITY

Teddy Kaufman, President
Association of Former Jewish Residents of China in Israel and
Israel-China Friendship Society

The first Jewish community existed in Kaifeng from the 11th century. In the late 19th century, Jewish com
munities were formed in modern China in Manchouli, Hailar, Qigihar, Harbin, Shenyang (Mukden), Beijing,
Tianjin, Dalian (Dairen), Qingdao (Tsingdao), Shanghai, and Hong Kong,. These communities, except one in
Hong Kong, were dispersed between 1958 and 1963. The communities still remember China's gracious and
hospitable behavior towards the Jews throughout Jewish presence in China. Though the members of these
communities have spread throughout the world, they continue to be active in strengthening ties between
China and Israel. There is a similarity in values between the two cultures, and The Association of Former
Jewish Residents of China in Israel was created, with branches in other parts of the world. This organization
pioneered the Israel-China Friendship Society, active in diplomatic, commercial and cultural achievements.
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