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Gaul Klichevsky (Геро Кричевский) in Harbin in 1928
Who was Gaul Klichevsky? He was a representative of the Jewish Zionist Fund and the World Jewish Zionist Organization, and also one of the leaders of Palestine.

When Gaul arrived in Harbin on Mary 27, 1928, 'Morning Glow' (Заря), paper of the Democrats in Harbin, reported his arrival and published an introduction of his life with a peaceful and friendly tone. The former-Soviet paper, 'Life News' (Новости  жизни, since 1925 medical doctor C. P. Cherniyevsky served as the editor), however, took the lead in expressing antagonism towards the coming of such a representative from the Jewish Zionist Fund, calling him a Jewish Zionist, and making sharp criticism of the Jewish Zionist Organization, its policies, and the British policies concerning Jews moving to Palestine.

Then, under the direction of the U. S. S. R. General Consulate in Harbin and the many Soviet espionage institutions in Harbin, 'Life News' (Новости  жизни) raised multiple series of over-drastic attacks, causing heated discussions in Harbin newspapers.

It was obvious why the Soviet Union was antagonistic towards Jewish Zionist movements and Zionist activists. Domestically the Soviet Union was oppressing Jewish Zionist movements and persecuing Jewish Zionist activists; the Soviet foreign policies were frustrated; Stalin lost hopes for a victorious 'nationalist revolution' under the leadership of Jiang Kai-Shak in China, resulting in disruptions of diplomatic relations between China and the Soviet Union; Soviet criticism of British imperialism and British polices towards Palestine caused a rapid worsening of bilateral relations between the Soviet Union and Britain.

Here in this paper I will deal with mainly the following three issues: 1. Gaul's goals on his trip to Harbin; 2. the attitudes of the Chinese government towards Gaul; 3. the nature of the discussions caused by Gaul's arrival in the local media of Harbin.

I think that as an influential representative of the World Jewish Zionist Organization Gaul aimed at accomplishing three closely-related tasks in the Far East and Harbin, that is, raising funds for the activities of the Jewish Zionist Organization, mobilizing the spirit of the Jews for moving to Palestine, introducing and explaining the activities undertaken by the World Jewish Zionist Organization to restore a Jewish nation in Palestine to Russians, Chinese authorities, and foreign diplomats.

Funds raised for the World Jewish Zionist Organization would mainly be used for purchasing land in Palestine and assisting Jews who intended to move and settle down there. But Gaul believed that fund-raising was not only supposed to encourage Jews to make monetary donations but to make them realize that they should fulfill their duties for their nation and country and donating was taking holy ethnic responsibilities.

The first day Gaul arrived in Harbin, at 11 a. m. on May 27, a grand welcome reception was held at Modern Hotel (Модерн), where 49 representatives from the Harbin Jewish Association were present. First of all Dr. A. Kaufman (А.И. Кауфман) gave a welcoming speech, saying 'We're welcoming not only an official figure, but also a citizen of Jewish Palestine, a presentative for restoring a Jewish nation and Jewish Palestine'. To complete his tasks, on that very day Gaul had two important discussions with Dr. Kaufman (А.И. Кауфман), C. Lavirovich (С.И. Равикович), and H. Soskin (Н.Х.Соскин). A committee of 20 members was organized to assist Gaul, including A. Kagan (А.И.Каган), Soskin (Н.Х.Соскин), M. Hayman, A. Kupisky (А.И.Купицкий), Furijel (Я.Д. Фризер), M. Kofman (М.В.Кофман), C. Lavirovich  (С.И. Равикович), A. Kaufman (А.И. Кауфман), and so on. This committee helped arrange Gaul's activities in Harbin.

I believe that one of Gaul's three comprehensive tasks was international communication. Gaul and Dr. Kaufman were interviewed by the chief general and supreme executive officer of Northeast Provinces Special Region, General Zhang Huanxiang. The interview lasted 45 minutes, and seemed very friendly. The general expressed his sympathy for the Jews reconstructing a nation in Palestine, and mentioned China's declaration of its stand on restoring Palestine to the Jews. He empathized that the Chinese people as always were standing on the side of justice, that it was a great and just cause for the Jews to return to their historical homeland and regain independence and sovereignty, and that all nations should show sympathy and assist them to accomplish this great goal.

The next day accompanied by Dr. Kaufman Gaul visited the mayor of Harbin, General Chu Zhen, who sympathized with the cause that Jewish Zionists were fighting for. They also visited General Jin Ronggui, police chief of Northeast Provinces Special Region. Their talk lasted more than half an hour. General Jin showed special concern for the cause of building a Jewish nation, and expressed his sympathy for this great and just cause many times. In his opinion this was an internationally significant cause and peoples of all nations should support it.

In the evening General Jin attended the report Gaul gave to figures of the business circle. In his short but rich speech, the General pointed out that the Jewish people constructing an independent nation was in accordance with the most basic justice and international rights, declared the deep sympathy that the Chinese people had for the Jews and that the Chinese understood the wishes of the Jewish people. The general also congratulated the tremendoud accomplishments the Jews had already made in Palestine, and gave best wishes for the Jews finally fulfilling the great cause of restoring their historical homeland.

Gaul also visited the consuls of some countries in Harbin. They were very concerned with the accomplishments the Jews had made in Palestine, and some re-visited Gaul.

Thus Gaul completed his tasks successfully. As we know, Gaul's knowledgeability and outstanding qualities played a very important role in this. Besides, the work done by the local Zionist organizations in Harbin and assistance of Dr. Kaufman were equally important.

The climax of Gaul's activities in Harbin was a large-scale report he made on June 14, entitled 'Palestine Today and its Prospects for Development'. Both 'Morning Glow' (Заря) and 'Jewish Life' (Еврейская жизнь) gave a detailed covery of his report, whereas 'Life News' (Новости  жизни) did not even mention it.

The covery in 'Morning Glow' (Заря) was the most detailed. According to the paper the report aroused great interest of the residents of Harbin, the spacious hall in the Harbin Business Club was packed up, and present at the report were the British consul Mr. Grant Jones serving as the distinguished chair, the Italian consul Mr. Marfel, the German consul Mr. Stopol, and the Japanese consul Mr. Bamu. Besides 'Morning Glow' (Заря), some other papers and magazines in Harbin also covered Gaul's report.

In his rich report Gaul recalled the history of Palestine, introduced the great and difficult work that had been done to restore a Jewish nation, and the success the nation had made in industry, architecture, culture, and so on. In the end, he emphasized that Jewish Zionist movements were supported by the Jews all over the world, but that at that time the support was far from suffient. Gaul encouraged all who were present to participate in this great cause, saying that 'It is not the people who are now working hard in Palestine that need help, for their life has already surpassed poverty; but it is the people who are longing for this fertile land that really need help'. The report gained applause from the audiences.

Such scenes were very frequent during Gaul's visit in Harbin.

On Aug. 20, in the melody of 'Song of Hope' Gaul left Harbin.

Meanwhile, during Gaul's stay in Harbin 'Life News' (Новости  жизни) published anti-Semitic articles, against which the presidium of the Harbin Jewish Association protested. What were the reasons?

The anti-Semitic articles were published anonymously in 'Life News' (Новости  жизни). The main points were the following:

1. All the property in Palestine was destroyed, and all the investments were wasted;

2. Even the Jews living in Palestine all left that country;

3. The economy was declining, and the only products were oranges;

4. The policies of the imperialist Great Britain were anti-Semitic.

In one word, they mixed up black and white, and described Palestine as devoid of any merit.

As a matter of fact, we do not deny that Jewish Zionist movements and Palestine did meet with difficulties during the time between 1926 and 1928. Gaul himself also published articles in 'Opinions of Russia', another paper in Harbin, pointing out that Palestine did have an economic crisis and there were restrictions of Jews immigrating into Palestine, that is, only those with working abilities were allowed to enter. In Gaul's view, such restrictions were appropriate under the specific situations of that time; however, it was undeniable that Jewish Zionists had done a large amount of work in Palestine and had made some accomplishments.

Dr. Kaufman took on the mission of refuting anti-Semitic speech in the Soviet media, publishing a lot of articles in newspapers and magazines and demonstrating his talents for debate. He was indeed an outstanding debater.

The anti-Semitists in Harbin could not and would not acknowledge the fact that the first group of Jewish immigrants to Palestine were characterized by extreme piety, patriotism, and a selfless work spirit, which appeared in Gaul's writings. For instance, 'Some educated young women most of whom had secondary or even higher education departed from their parents, leaving behind loving families and comfortable lives for Palestine, because they believed that they were fulfilling obligations for their homeland and people and participating in the construction of a new Israel.

'Heavy work, sometimes too heavy to bear, could not defeat them. They were seen breaking stones under the scorching sun from the road. Their face became dry and coarse, and their hands hardened and nails uncut. Sometimes they danced in the open air   with gauze banded on their hands but no embarrassment.'

Some people thought this was propadanda, but in fact this is a significant propeller of social development, a truth too profound to be understood by the anti-Semitists in Harbin. Thus they were blind to it. What helped the first Jewish immigrants, particularly the young, to overcome all difficulties was their faith in the future, enthusiasm for work, and selflessness.

The same determined faith and enormous work enthusiam were shared by the peoples of the Soviet Union, the People's Republic of China, and Israel, the young in particuar, when they began to build their newly-founded countries. And this, a feature common to the initial construction of a new life, makes us united and gather here today.

Thank you!
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