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Reviving the Case of Kaspe

In 1997, when I left Harbin, I once promised to professor Li shuxiao: when I went back to Paris, I would search for the archives of France’s Harbin consulate, but it’s a pity that nothing of the archives left. Fortunately, I found the complete dossiers about the Kaspe case in the archives of French foreign ministry, and all are in French. Among which, including the report of Lyi Reno of French consulate to the foreign minister about this case and the report of vice-consul Alvbert shabona, who once investigated this case by himself, also the letters that Semion Kaspe wrote to his father for ransom on the demand of the kidnapper. 

I read the whole dossiers carefully and realized that what we met was not an ordinary criminal case and the significance of the case was beyond the range of Harbin, so it is demanded to examine the whole history from the international point of view and evaluate this case from the strategy of Japan in Manchuria. 

Who was Semion Kaspe? 

He was a son of Josephovich Aleksanrovitsha Kaspe who lived in Harbin for a long time and possessed several enterprises of the “Modern”, such as “Palas” and “Orient” cinema, “Modern” hotel.

Semion Kaspe was a talent pianist with bright future. In 1933, he just graduated from French Musician College and was invited by his father to the Manchuria. His father arranged large size circular performance in northeast of China and at that time he was just going to Dalian. 

Who was Semion Kaspe?

He was a Jewish big potato in Pristan District, once attended the Japan— Russia War and stayed in Harbin after the war. At the beginning, he started small business, and later opened jeweller’s shop, hotel and cinema. 

He was a splendid jeweler, guided the whole process of the construction by himself. In all, he was an excellent entrepreneur, loved his sons Semion and Volodiu very much and showed solicitude for their achievements. His two sons were all very gifted youngsters, studied in Paris and live with their mother Mariia Semnovna. Two years before Japan intruded the Manchuria, the two brothers entered French nationality, so the father transferred the “Modern” hotel under the name of Semion. Thus, when Japan occupied Harbin in 1931, the “Modern” hotel has hung French flag and the Japanese can not adopt the way they had in north of Harbin to annex the hotel for the need of administration. 

Just in this way, the Japanese tried to purchase the hotel, just as that written in Alvbert shabona's report. However, Semion Kaspe demanded an exorbitant price, 1,000, 000 Japanese Yuan, so the Japanese gave up. 

In 1933, after the economic depression, Kaspe’s financial state has been bad, his properties has been mortgaged, he could not lend money from the bank, can only sell his enterprise and the Japanese knew this perfectly clear 

Process of the case

At the night of Aug. 24, 1933, the kidnapper kidnapped Semion Kaspe at a street corner. After taking part in a friend’s party, he drove to send his friends. When the car stopped near at No. 109,  Pekarnaia street, the tragedy happened. The newspaper of Rays of Sunlight reported as this: before the driver opened the door of the car, two strange Russians took out their revolvers. They covered the driver’s eyes with cloth and pushed Lidiiu down on the cushion with the face down. One kidnapper drove the car, soon, the Cadillac stopped. They took Semion Kaspe to another car and drove away. They threw Lidiiu Shapiro and the driver on the street and asked them to tell I.A.Kaspe to prepare 300,000 dollars and warned the father. The newspaper wrote later: the sudden tragedy tortured the unfortunate father and his nerve came to the edge of collapse. 

On Aug. 30, 1933, the newspaper of Rays of Sunlight reported: public and secret offices scouted the Kaspe case with great efforts, and the newspaper thought that “that kidnapped Kaspe was habitual criminal offender who was familiar with local prison.”
Later, the Rays of Sunlight did not published any report about the Kaspe case any more. Until Kaspe was killed, the case made no further headway.

On Sept. 30, 1933, the French media issued London Reuters’s news according to the information provided by Mrs.Kaspe, Mariia Semnovna., the topic is Manchuria’s kidnapper asked for 25,000 Pound to redeem young French citizen. The kidnapper sent half of the victim’s ear to his father. 

On Nov.24, 1933, three months after Semion Kaspe was kidnapped, he was killed. The criminals could not made an agreement with the board of the “Modern” and had exhausted their whole bag of tricks. One of them, Kiritchenko, shot Semion dead without other’s approval. 

On Dec. 4, 5, 1933, the Rays of Sunlight  published many articles about this case, and “where” and “how” found the dead’s corpse.

On Nov. 6, 1933, the Rays of Sunlight  reported Semion Kaspe’s funeral, thousands of people attended it. The band played the funeral music; in the church, Mr. Kaufman delivered a memorial speech, in which, he pointed out that the dead was a noble-minded person. At last, he said that: “believe that the authority will take measures to protect local Jews’ lives and property.” 

On Dec. 8, 1933, the newspaper of Russian Fascist Party Our Road distorted Kaufman’s memorial speech at the funeral and criticized Kaufman was strongly against the Russian and the local authority and said if the Jews did not like this place, the Manchuria has opened the door for their leaving. 

The newspaper also appealed the Russians and the Japanese authority expelled Doctor Kaufman out of the Manchuria, because his nonsense talk was against the authority. 

On Dec. 9, 1933, the Rays of Sunlight  reported that : A. I. Kaufman and A. M. Mordahovich visited the head of foreign affairs department of the police station, Iagi, and explained the rumour in the city. Kaufman would like Iagi to believe that his speech had no national attack and not attacked the Manchuria authority. He stressed that the Jews were all abided by law. 

On Nov. 9, 1934, a year after Kaspe was killed, 800 pages investigation results in Russian was turned over to the procuratorate and the results confirmed that the act of the kidnappers was for their patriotism!

On July. 15, 1936, the Harbin Court passed sentences on the kidnappers as follows:

Martynov,Chandar, Kipishehko,Zantsev, death sentence,

Komiccarenko ,Bezrutshko were sentenced to imprisonment for life.

The diplomat Lui Reno believed that the sentence death would be performed the next day. 

Just as one newspaper reported: the Jewish Association celebrated the sentence result. In the “Modern” hotel, they drank and celebrated this sentence result and toasted for the health of 
the Chinese judge. Also, they had praying ritual at the Jewish Synagogue. The American, the British, the French were all satisfied. 

However, in fact, the Japanese tried to save the “sentenced”.

On July, 9, 1936, Xinjing (Changchun) higher court refused to approve the sentence made by Harbin court. 

On Jan. 30, 1037, the higher court made use of the special amnesty executed when Puyi ascended the throne in 1932 to send the criminal in custody free. 

History precondition

In order to understand the process of the case better, I want to refer to the following historical conditions:

The position of Japan in Manchuria

On Sept. 8, 1931, Japan occupied The Manchuria.

On March, 1, 1932, they founded so-called “independent Manchuria”.

On Oct. 1932, the League of Nations refused to acknowledge the newly founded Manchuria. 

On Feb. 1933, Japan determined to withdraw from the League of Nations, later, Germany and Italy also withdrew from the League. 

In 1934, Puyi ascended the throne of the Manchuria, the actual dominator of the country was the Northeast Army. 

Russian Fascist Party

In 1931, the Russian Fascist Party was founded in the Manchuria, the major leader K.B.Rodzaebcki was a fanatical anti-Judaist. 

What need to be paid attention was that, from 1933 to 1937 , the Kaspe case just experienced the stages from creation to consolidation of the Russian Fascist Party. The guiding principle of the Party was to overthrow the Soviet system and established temporary Fascist regime. 

At that time, Japan had the fight of opposing the “red menace” in the northeast. 

The power of Russian immigrants with fascist tendency prepared to cooperate with the Japanese. The Russian Fascists and the Japanese occupier needed each other to realize their own purposes. Rodzaevckogo’s alliances got touch with the local gangsters to practice their own policies. Before this kidnap case, there were already several kidnap cases, among which, the kidnap to dentist Kaufman, but the ransom was much less. 
When they realized that acknowledging killing Kaspe had benefits to them, they acknowledged that the kidnappers had done it by their instigation. Thus, the kidnapper escaped the punishment of the law. They did not want to kill anyone, just wanted to accumulate money to oppose Communism 

Why they aimed at Semion Kaspe?

   He concentrated all the characteristics of a victim : a wealthy person, the income was about 800, 000 silver Yuan, that was to say, he was the representative of free Jews.

From another point of view, he was a Jew. Among the Bolshevik, there were many Jews. In 1936, Hach Putb took him as the representative of the Soviet National Political Security Bureau, wrote as this : in 1920s, the jeweler Kaspe sold the jewelry of the past imperial palace and the jewelry were given by the Bolshevik. 

In brief, I.A Kaspe became the goal and the scapegoat of the confrontation of the important powers in the world at that time. A newspaper claimed that “ Jews, spies betrayed Russia, got 100 communist, and 102 Jews”. They called I.A. Kaspe the spokesman of the detestable liberalism; the great democratic France and British prohibited the daydream of establishing Great East Asia co-prosperous Circle, so I.A. Kaspe became double sinner and he “must” pay the cost. 

Who was the beneficiary of this case?

Today, if we say the anti-Judaist nature of the murder case has been clear, then what we need to know is that why the Japanese authority turned a blind eye to the fact that the criminals opposed to their anti-gangster activity and their declaration of establishing the order of the Manchuria, but tried their best to save the criminals?

· The principle that Japan handled affairs was not to lose face as much as possible. Every time, 

they would like to wash themselves. All the things, no matter a success or a failure, they would considered their international strategy, and they mediated skillfully among Germany, Soviet and the U.S.A. In 1937, before opposing the Soviet assaulted Nomonkhana, the Russian Fascists became useful to them.

From another side, if the rumor that the Japanese would like to purchase the “Modern” hotel at a low price is true, then, we can understand that the Japanese needed to protect their confederate.

I have just known that, the particular file of the Japanese Kaspe case was stored in Tokyo foreign ministry. If Japan would like people to know about the case, we will got something new, and may even make clear who plot this criminal case, but Japan may not do this. 

Of course, I hope to see the Chinese particular file about this Kaspe case.   

